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We are, of course, too near to the events to see | 
them in their true perspective, but I think we shall 
all agree that it is reasonably safe to claim that no 
year in the history of this Association has been more 
crowded with important occurrences than the one 
that may be regarded as ending with the present 


meeting. The events have not all been such as 
have made the work of the Council and the 


executive officers easy: one of them caused sorrow 
to the whole veterinary profession in this country. 
The removal by death of one whose genial presence 
did so much to ensure the success of the Annual 
Meeting of 1920 could, in no circumstances, have 
failed to be painful to all of us. When, however, 
it meant not only the loss of a friend, but also the 
loss of a_ recently-elected and highly-important 
officer of the Association, the sad occurrence had a 
corporate as well as a personal significance. To be 
suddenly deprived of a General Secretary and Editor 
at a moment when the affairs of the Association 
were undergoing a profound change, and when the 
purchase of an official organ was barely completed, 
was a blow that may be truly designated as 
staggering. Fortunately, however, the Association 
found itself possessed of members not only loyal, 
but also self-sacrificing. Well aware what their: 
consent meant as imposing fresh work upon them, 
and as demanding the relinquishment of time that 
for the sake of a better adjective we are compelled 
to qualify as ‘‘ leisure,’’ two members undertook to 
perform the duties of General Secretary and Editor 
respectively; and, luckily for the Association, 
another member offered to relieve the Secretary and 
Editor ef the labour connected with advertisements. 

But re-adjustment was not to cease here. After 
re-organising the Veterinary Record, and putting it 
into a condition befitting the official organ of the 


Association, the Editor found that the amount of 
time that must be spent on editorial work was 
encroaching so much upon the time demanded by 
his duties as a teacher as to make impossible the 
continued combination of the two functions. The 
editorial work, therefore, had to be transferred to 
the shoulders of the General Secretary, the burden 
being lightened somewhat by the appointment of an 
Assistant Editor. 

At the risk of being accused of painting a too 
highly-coloured picture of the worries of the 
executive officers, it must also be added that— 
perfectly naturally in the  cireumstances—the 
Treasurer has not been free from financial anxiety. 
The first year of publication of the Association’s 
journal has synchronised with the period of highest 
cost of production. Even had costs been what we 
are nowadays in the habit of calling normal, there 
would have been naturaleand inevitable anxiety 
attaching to the new venture. But the cost of 
paper and printing having been at its highest, can 
we wonder that the Treasurer has viewed the 
monthly bills with some degree of misgiving? 
Those who are in the best position to judge, 
however, inform us that, in their opinion, the worst 
is over; and we can scarcely be blamed if we eagerly 
seize the comforting assurance. 

But the whole history of the past twelve months 
has not been composed of difficulties and disappoint- 
ments. Much progress has been made. Steps have 
been taken to regularise the Association and give it 
a proper and legal standing—with the encumbrance 
of the none-too-sightly ‘‘ Limited,’’ certainly; but 
we will take the word as of the nature of an augury 
to the effect that our blunders alone will be limited, 
and not our successes. The work of the Council 
has increased, and only the unreasonable will deny 
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that the function of the Council as a body whose 

duty it is to keep a watchful eye on the interest of 

the profession generally, has been quickened. 
There is also the gratifying feeling that the 


' Association has the sympathetic regard of a very 


considerable proportion of the profession, and that 
this regard is growing. This is said with due 
remembrance of criticism—criticism that is perfectly 
natural and potentially helpful. ‘* They who put 
plough into new land must look to have it houck 
on a stane now and then.’’ Far better criticism 
than silent indifference. Not that it can be claimed 
that indifference is without example: there is a 
measure of indifference on the part of sections of 
the profession that it must be the duty of every 
one of us to turn into active co-operation. 

One of the pleasing and encouraging facts of the 
past year has been evidence that, even in so short 
a time, certain Divisions are realising that they 
form an integral part of a corporate Association that 
has power denied to an isolated section. It is 
confidently expected that this realisation will 
spread, and that the Divisions will gradually cease 
to take isolated action. In this connection it has 
been suggested that a General Meeting of the 
Association should be held oftener than once a year. 
The suggestion is well worth turning into an 
experiment; but it is necessary before the 
experiment is made that the country rid itself 
definitely of the disease, the most obvious symptom 
of which is strikes, and rumours of strikes. What 
must be done—and that with a minimum of delay— 
is the periodical holding, of meetings of the four 
Branches of the Association. These would probably 
be most successful if they took the form of 
combined ordinary meetings of the Divisions that 
form the whole or part of a Branch. 

When the subject of this Address was first 
contemplated, it was thought that it might 
appropriately deal, as a kind of pendant to last 
year’s Address, with a matter that has received 
considerable attention of late, and, in all 
probability, will receive even more in the not 
distant future. I refer to advanced study and 
research. A very little consideration, however, 
was sufficient, to show that the subject of resgarch 
was too vast to be given anything like adequate 
examination within the necessarily restricted limits 
of a Presidential Address. ven advanced study, 
or what has come to be called post-graduate 
education, cannot be dealt with in a reasonably 
short space of time. It must suffice to say that the 
importance and value of facilities whereby the 
graduate may supplement the ordinary training 
prescribed to meet the requirements of professional 
examinations is admittedly beyond question; and it 
is a healthy sign for the future of the profession 
that so many recent graduates now demand such 
facilities. 

But we should not overlook the fact that those 
who take existing post-graduate courses are nearly 
all recent graduates, and are very few in number as 
compared with the profession as a whole. More- 


over, with relatively few exceptions, those who 
undergo special training do so because they have 
already determined to follow some specialised 
branch of professional work. It appears to me that 
the claims of the general practitioner of older 
standing have been overlooked, in this country at 
any rate. 

In our conceit we are rather inclined to consider 
that the practitioner of some years’ standing is on 
the way to becoming ‘‘old-fashioned,’’ is getting 
cast iron in his views’ and methods, and wiil soon 
be quite beyond the influence of modern teaching. 
Believing, as I do, that such a view is not justified 
by fact, it was not without interest that I recently 
read an article by Sir Squire Sprigg on ‘‘old- 
fashioned ’’ doctors, and applied it to the old- 
fashioned’’ veterinary practitioner. The article, 
from which I shall take the liberty of quoting a few 
sentences, also supports an opinion that some of 
us have held for some time. 

‘““The old-fashioned doctor,’’ writes Sir Squire 
Sprigg, “‘is the man who has learned what to do 
without, sometimes, at any rate, the opportunity of 
learning why he does it. It is his devotion and 
sagacity that we should admire; these virtues 
remain and are aggravated by any gaps in his 
technique. The old-fashioned doctor is one 
who has lost by the passage of years intimate touch 
with modern developments, but not his philosophic 
insight into his calling, where he is the heir to a 
long lineage of experierice and research. ye 
But every now and then he gets a shock; for every 
row and then, in the drawn-out story of intellectual 
progress, there comes a discovery, sudden even 
though presaged, which revolutionises contemporary 
thought and changes the whole situation for the 
group of workers concerned. A new essential is 
added when, as far as the profession of medicine is 
concerned, all those who are unable to carry on 
their work in accordance with the discovery, and in 
association with its relations to their theory and 
technique, will become not so much old-fashioned 
as obsolete.’’ 

This is another of those frequently occurring 
illustrations of the justification of the plaint of 
Donatus: Pereant qui ante nos nostra dizxerunt. 
For long it has seemed to me to be desirable that 
something should be done to assist the general 
practitioner in his efforts to prevent the ‘“‘ old- 
fashioned ’’ becoming the ‘‘ obsolete.’’ Some 
endeavour should be made to enable him to inform 
himself of recent advances in veterinary science, 
both in theory and method. That this can be 
accomplished without making too large a demand 
upon his all-too-scanty time I am persuaded; and 
an experiment, of which it would be out of place 
to say more now, will be conducted in the immediate 
future. 

The consideration of the attractive subject of 
post-graduate study, its necessity, scope, and 
influence, must be abandoned with reluctance at 
this time; but the mention of short courses for 
practitioners brings one back by a not unnatural 
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train of thought to one of the purposes of this 
Association. The wide dissemination of the latest 
ascertained facts is admittedly one of the functions 
of a corporation such as this; and, consequently, 
if it is true—as it is true—that the status of a 
profession as a whole depends upon the attainments 
of the general practitioner of that profession, it can 
reasonably be claimed that one of the duties of our 
Association is to assist in the maintenance of the 
intellectual status of the profession by helping the 
individual practitioner. At the same time, let it 
not be forgotten that every member of a profession 
owes a duty to his profession. On this I need not 
enlarge. 

In a manner of speaking, the meetings of this 
Association, rightly regarded, form short courses of 
post-graduate instruction; and it is not only the 
audience that profits. Incidentally the meetings are 
of service to those who write papers, open 
discussions, and the like. There are occasions, too, 
when we are induced to raise our eyes to the hills 
and view a more distant prospect than that which 
engages our daily attention. Was it not Benjamin 
Jowett who said that ‘‘no man will be a first-rate 
physician or engineer who is not something more 
than either, who has not some taste for art, some 
feeling for literature, or some interest external to 
his profession’’? And T am persuaded that these 
meetings, on occasion, . |p us to a wider outlook, 
relieve us from the tedium of routine, and assist in 
rescuing us from the category of bores who can only 
“*talk shop.’’ 

But I am prepared to be reminded that the 
function of the Association as it exists to-day is not 
limited to the diffusion of professional knowledge 
and the interchange of ideas relative to professional 
work. Its activities now include professional 
politics. And it would be a nice point to decide 
which of the two functions is the more important. 
There would be no difficulty, however, in saying 
which is the more delicate and which demands the 
more careful handling. I trust I shall not be 
misunderstood if I condense into the fewest possible 
words conclusions arrived at from the experience of 
the past year, prefacing them with the expression 
of the hope that I am the last person to counsel 
pusillanimity and expediency. 

To the many the political function of the 
Association will ever be the more attractive. Hasty 
action is more alluring than deliberate movement 
based on a due regard of possible results. But 
romantic and impetuous action may lead to defeat 
and permanent damage. Repeated defeat and 
damage. 

But I cannot close on this note, for it would give 
the totally erroneous impression that I view the 
future of the Association with some degree of 
apprehension; whereas, on the contrary, I firmly 
believe that moderation and tactfulness on the part 
of the Council, enthusiasm and hard work on the 
part of the executive officers, loyalty and unity on 
the part of the members, will make the Association 


such a power for good as the veterinary profession 
requires and desires. 

We are all personally painfully aware how 
difficult is the exercise of the virtues of moderation 
and tactfulness. Enthusiasm and hard work come 
easily, during the early stages of a venture: their 
endurance is that which is essential. ‘‘ It is much 
easier to begin’ than to finish,’’ says the Latin 
dramatist. Loyalty and unity are ever necessary in 
the members of a profession. The unknown 
framer of the Greek proverb might well have been 
thinking of professional unity when he said: 
‘“ What is not good for the hive is not good for the 
bee.’’ At no time in the history of the veterinary 
profession have loyalty and unity been more 
imperative than now. ' 

In effect, vigorous and sustained endeavour is the 
watchword: indifference and apathy and slackness 
must have no place. ‘‘ Yet a little sleep, a little 
slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep, so 
shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth, and 
thy want as an armed man.”’ 


The Clinician and the Milk Supply. 


By Masor J. W. C.M.G.. D.V.S.M, 
(Manchester). 


The genesis of ideas is often difficult to trace, but 
probably none would present greater difficuity than 
an attempt to fathom the minds of those who are 
responsible for the choice of subjects for presenta- 
tion to an association such as ours at our annual 
conference. It would, I suggest, be of considerable 
value to the victim if an explanatory note could be 
added, so that the writer could have some idea of 
the field that it is desired to cover in any such 
subject. 

I make no excuse for accepting the invitation to 
write a paper, as I hold that when we become 
members of a body, one of the objects of which is 
the presentation and discussion of subjects of 
professional importance;* it is the duty where 
possible for any individual member, when so 
selected, to do his best to accede to the wishes of 
the selectors. It too often happens, however, 
as many of us know, that in such circumstances 
the greatest difficulty is found in getting people 
to accept ; sometimes a mistaken sense of excessive 
modesty stands in the way, in other cases fear of 
strenuous and drastic criticism. The most frequent 
excuse, however, is inability to find time, an excuse 
I venture to suggest which is far too easy to make, 
as it is usually those who have most to do who find 
time for adding yet a little more to their responsi- 
bilities. 

If I were to attempt to define for my own 
guidance the underlying idea in the mind of the 
originator of the title, I would say that here is one 
who is of opinion that the so-called clinician is 
an entirely separate entity from the rest of us. 
Probably what is meant by the clinician is one who 
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is chiefly concerned with the estimation of 
symptoms, and to carry it still further, the symptoms 
of disease. 

Frankly, I do not like this separation, for no 
single individual can be satisfied by a mere 
estimation of the value of symptoms without a 
corresponding consideration of the factors pro- 
ducing them. 

I fear there is at the moment an increased 
tendency to sharply define the profession in which 
we are engaged into two definitely separate classes, 
and I have ventured to suggest that they may be 
classified as those who exist by treating animals 
in diseases and those who are engaged in criticising 
them. Probably there is some superficial basis 
for this, and, unfortunately, each class has a 
tendency to fight for the supremacy in degree of 
importance. Each can no doubt make out a,fairly 
good case, but with the inevitable result that there 
is loss of efficiency all round. 

Again, it is probable that the title was selected 
as forming a basis of some scheme to show how the 
veterinarians engaged in what is recognised as 
general practice can be utilised in the very extensive 
field of work represented to our minds in the term 
** milk supply,” and I prefer to accept this for the 
time being as producing much the more fruitful 
field for the exercise of our constructive capacity, 
and in doing so I fear it will be necessary to 
approach our subject in a manner which though 
unusual will leave us untrammeled by too many 
academic considerations. 

The clinician at present plays no part and, 
indeed, under existing circumstances, cannot, 
in the general work of improving the milk supply, 
but that a scheme can be elaborated in which the 
practitioner would play a very important part I 
have not the slightest doubt, for I believe that the 
greatest bar to progress at the present time, not 
only in our legislation, but also the administrature, 
which inevitably follows, is the tendency to over- 
elaboration, and either inability or lack of desire 
to utilise machinery which already exists, and only 
requires functioning. 

The creation of entirely new services is a sign 
of the times, and if unrestrained, is apt to become 
an insupportable incubus on the community, the 
main object of which, after all, is mutual service. 
All trades or professions have their own economic 
values, which are only maintained by their co- 
relation each to the other, and the struggle for the 
maintenance of values is not likely to become less. 

We may be primarily veterinarians in that 
our special education has been directed in certain 
channels, but we are none the less citizens with 
responsibilities outside the specially cramped areas 
in which we are tempted to confine our ideas, and 
we have therefore to be careful to refrain from 
making claims to responsibilities to which we are not 
thoroughly entitled, and which may mean the 
exclusion of others who may, with probably good 
reason, claim an equal capacity to render public 
service. I say this because for many years past 


we have heard it said in our profession that we are 
the only people who are capable of rendering 
certain services. Some of these claims are, I fear, 
based on very shifty foundations, and I fear all we 
can legitimately say is that in certain fields we are 
capable of rendering the best service. 

If we, for instance, venture boldly to-day to say 
that we are the only people capable of controlling 
that branch of agriculture known as dairying, 
then we are making a very wide statement, which 
would require an immense amount of supporting 
evidence before acceptance at the bar of public 
opinion, but if we refrain from such very wide 
statements and confine ourselves to saying that, 
in the light of our special training, we are capable of 
controlling that portion of the milk supply more 
intimately connected with the health and main- 
tenance in health of the animals concerned, we may 
have some justifiable claim to the recognition of our 
capacity for public service. 

Accepting this, then, as the sphere of our activities, 
what then can we do to justify our claims ? 

We may, in the first instance, remain clinicians 
and confine our attention to diagnosing and treating 
conditions as they arise, and entirely in direct ratio 
to our success in this particular direction will our 
individual value be assessed ; but such a value is 
entirely local and of comparatively small economic 
importance, but if we can by a well-devised and 
thoroughly competent service gradually eliminate 
the preventable diseases and maintain animal health 
in a high state of efficiency, our value is immediately 
apparent and becomes a national asset. I hope 
it will not be suggested that the elimination of those 
diseases one specially has in mind will result merely 
in loss of occupation to the individual veterinarian, 

Let us, in the first instance. take the un- 
questionably greatest scourge of the dairy farmer, 
tuberculosis. What can be estimated as the total 
direct loss from this disease alone per annum ? 
I went to considerable trouble some years ago to try 
and form some definite opinion, and I arrived at 
the conclusion that the direct loss could not be less 
than £1,000,000 per annum, and I suggested then’ 
that even if there were no public health aspect of 
this question that here was a question that should 
be tackled vigorously from the purely agricultural 
point of view. I am now satisfied, moreover, that 
my estimate is grossly understated. How, for 
instance, can the loss of efficiency in a herd con- 
taining even 30 per cent. of animals suffering from 
tuberculosis in some form or other be calculated 
in money values? What effect again does a 
disease such as tuberculosis have as a predisposing 
factor rendering animals more susceptible to the 
onset of such conditions as pneumonia and other 
pulmonary conditions? I venture to say that 
almost any observant practitioner will tell you 
that his pneumonia case record will provide a very 
fair index of the herds containing the highest 
percentage of tuberculosis. 

Let us take another aspect of the question, and try 
to see how these questions affect a farmer’s balance 
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sheet. A farmer has, we will say, 100 milking 
cows existing under what may be described as the 
normal conditions pertaining to-day. At a moderate 
estimate the capital value represented is not less 
than £5,000 in stock alone. Of these 30 per cent. 
have tuberculosis in some situation or other, and a 
variable percentage of the 30 per cent. become a 
total loss. It will not be putting the figure of the 
total direct loss in such a herd at five animals, 
say £250. But this in no way represents the total 
loss ; it is merely the cash value of the animals lost, 
most of whom have a more or less lengthy period 
of growing loss of efficiency, or earning capacity. 
The same factors affect the remainder with growing 
effect on those already affected, and in which it is 
in no case possible to say at what stage they 
become dangerous to their neighbours, who may 
not be at the moment affected, but who are never- 
theless continuously exposed to infection which 
may become implanted at any time. 

We hear much from time to time about the future 
of agriculture as applied to dairying, and we are 
told that the only hope lies in the adoption of 
scientific methods of breeding to intensify pro- 
duction, and numerous milk-recording societies have 
been established with this object in view. We 
know also that tuberculosis is very largely an 
industrial disease, having its highest incidence in 
those conditions where the individual is subjected 
to the greatest physical strain and improperly 
housed. What then is likely to be the result among 
our herds in the years to come when the productive 
capacity per herd or, in other words, the work done 
per individual, is likely to be very materially 
increased ? 

Many of you may think. that I have neglected 
the question of one of the common manifestations 
of this disease of greatest interest to what is at 
present described as the Public Health veterinarian, 
but I have purposely refrained from referring to 
this, as it only masks the general question. It 
is true that tuberculosis of the udder is of great 
executive interest at the moment to many of us, 
but when I tell you that after twenty years of 
work consisting mainly in the direction of finding 
animals suffering from this local manifestation of 
tuberculosis, that last year I had to record a higher 
percentage of tuberculous milk than in any previous 
year, you will recognise the comparative futility of 
the work. I use the word comparative advisedly, 
as, no doubt, we have been able to afford a consider- 
able amount of protection to the consumer of the 
milk at a very low cost, inasmuch as we find these 
animals at a much earlier stage than was formerly 
the case, but I do not believe that the precentage 
of bovine tuberculosis has been affected in the very 
slightest by these local powers, nor do I believe 
that the persons responsible for the introduction 
of the Tuberculosis Order had any idea that it 
would materially affect the amount of tuberculosis 
prevalent, but I suggest they seized on tuberculosis 
of the udder as an initial point of attack, because 


they felt sure they would then have the weight of 


public opinion behind them, as they could always 
point to the fact that a definite attempt was being 
made to reduce the amount of tuberculous milk 
which was sold, and so were protecting public 
health. 

Let me say at this point that I have deliberately. 
selected tuberculosis as the index point of the 
whole question of what is necessary to effect a 
continuous and definite improvement in the milk 
supply, as I am satisfied after many years’ 
experience that the conditions necessary for the 
reduction in the amount of tuberculosis in our 
herds are exactly those necessary to secure a cleaner 
and better supply of milk. 

Many years ago I was a keen advocate of a 
drastic scheme to eliminate tuberculosis, which 
included wholesale re-construction of farms, 
widespread testing with tuberculin, and so forth. 
To-day, however, and for some time past, I have 
recognised that all this is outside the bounds of 
practical politics. The scheme is, in fact, too big 
to finance ; but it is not impossible to so formulate 
a general scheme which shail give a reasonable 
security that the amount of tubercvlesis can be 
reduced without any material cost to the com- 
munity or interference with trade. 

Legislation and trade interests should go hand 
in hand, the main object of all legislation being 
educational rather than repressive. Legislation 
should also be simple and easy of comprehension 
to the meanest intellect. We know, for instance, 
that the conditions under which tuberculosis thrives 
are those in which dirt is the predominant factor, 
and when this dirt, assessed in its bacteriological 
sense, is confined to the narrow limits of a dwelling, 
the chances of escape for the animal inhabitants 
are remote. 

Those who have made numerous post-mortem 
examinations of animals infected with tuberculosis 
cannot help but be impressed by the great resistance 
exhibited in many cases, and the enormous efforts 
made to effect repair after infection has taken 
place. It is possible, too, that many acquire 
immunity following a successful battle with the 
tubercle bacillus, but in the light of our present 
knowledge it is impossible to suggest that we can 
rely entirely on these factors. What we can, 
however, do is to recognise that most cases of 
tuberculosis are the result of cumulative doses 
of infection after more or less prolonged exposure, 
the degree of susceptibility depending to a great 
extent on the amount of body strain to which the 
individual is subjected, and take advantage of these 
facts in the framing of our legislative scheme ; but 
in any such scheme we must not lose sight of the 
fact that it is perfectly useless to attempt to do so 
by treating any single aspect of the problem. The 
basis of the whole scheme must be the improvement 
of agriculture as applied to dairying, and the 
necessary improvement of the public health side 
of the problem will inevitably follow. 

I repeat that for years I have been a strenuous 
critic of existing and proposed legislation affecting 
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the milk supply, and some years ago I stated that 
in my opinion if a)] milk producers were licensed 
annually, practically all that was necessary 
could be effected in way of improvement. 
Many may say that this is not practicable, but 
if it is found necessary to licence persons and 
premises connected with the sale of alcoholic 
liquors, the consumption of which may be necessary, 
but even when abused are not in themselves capable 
of producing disease communicable to others, then 
how much more is it necessary to adopt a system 
of licence under definitely specified conditions for 
a trade concerned in the production of an article 
of food of the highest importance to the community 
and of particularly vital concern in the preservation 
of infant life. 

I may be told by some that all that is necessary 
is to effectually cook milk to render it safe to the 
consumer. These processes are extensively carried 
on now; but of what value are they to the farmer ? 
and do they in any way minimise his losses from 
disease ? I believe the extensive adoption of these 
methods has had just the opposite effect. - That 
where milk is sent to the so-called milk factories 
replete with ingenious and expensive modern 
machinery, the farmer realises that the need for 
cleanliness is no longer emphasised by the pur- 
chaser, who immediately cooks the milk plus its 
manurial content, not to protect the consumer, but 
to make it keep until it is marketed. 

It is true that the development of these processes 


. is of recent growth, and have been much facilitated 


by the inflated price of milk pertaining for the past 
few years; but the recent trade depression, which is a 
long way from past, has clearly shown that the 
price of milk is vutside the capacity of many, and, 
that even of those who buy, the major portion of the 
population can only afford to do so in very small 
quantities. The trader in milk frequently com- 
plains that the average consumption of milk is less 
than a quarter of a pint her head of the population 
pet day, of which probably a very considerable 
proportion is consumed by adults, and he realises 
if he is a thinking man that cheap milk in copious 
quantities is essential for the community to afford 
the additional cost of the article treated by a 
multiplicity of processes. 

It would be illuminating if we make some 
attempt to estimate the cost of treating the whole 
of the milk by the processes recommended. Let 
us assume for a moment that the number of cows 
and heifers in milk in the British Isles is 3,000,000, 
and that each animal produces the equivalent to 
two gallons per day, and allowing for those of the 
number not in milk at any given period we may 
assume that the probable quantity of milk produced 
is somewhere in the region of four to five million 
gallons per day. If we further assume that the 
amount in daily use as milk, the remainder being 
made into such other products as cheese, butter, etc., 
is ] million gallons, we shall not have over-estimated 
the position, and supposing that all of this milk 
were subjected to the processes I have referred to, 


it would not be unfair to assume that the cost per 
gallon can not be less than one halfpenny. We 
arrive then at a figure approaching 1} million 
pounds added to the cost of milk, and I further 
predict that finally the cost of all these processes 
will fall upon the producer equally, probably, 
with the consumer. The wholesaler will not share 
this added cost, and I suggest when the laws of 
supply and demand are allowed to properly assert 
themselves that eventually the bulk of this cost 
will fall upon the producer. If the economic 
position portrayed is correct—I challenge anyone 
to disprove it—and the dairy farmer is capable of 
carrying this entirely unproductive charge, it will 
surely be evident that it would be far sounder if this 
money could be wisely expended upon a scheme 
which would definitely improve and so increase 
from year to year the capital value of the industry, 
as it surely would if we succeed in reducing the 
heavy wastage of stock which goes on from year 
to year, and to assist him in other ways to secure 
increased production per head of stock kept. 

You will, perhaps, ask what has all this to do 
with the clinician or practitioner and the milk 
supply. At the moment I will frankly say that, 
so far as I can see, it has nothing to do with him, 
and I go further and say that the average practi- 
tioner has nothing whatever to do with the milk 
supply, unless you are prepared to believe that he 
who is called in to a farm to treat a case of mastitis 
or to decide that the symptoms exhibited by a 
particular animal indicate that it is suffering from 
pneumonia or tuberculosis, a fact which the farmer 
probably already knows quite well, is improving 
the milk supply. Surely you will agree that such 
an individual may render some service to the owner 
of an animal so treated, if he is able to render it fit 
to work in the shortest possible time. but he is not 
essentially improving the character of the milk 
supply. 

Let us, then, leave alone entirely the treatment 
of isolated conditions, a subject which I confess I 
was at first very tempted to deal with, and let us 
see if we cannot enlist the practitioner in the public 
health service if you will. 

In the first place it will be necessary to lay down 
certain basic principles upon which the general 
scheme shall develop. 

(1) Formulate simple legislation which shall be 
obligatory and applicable to the whole country, 
such legislation to supersede all existing legislation. 
All such legislation to be uncomplicated by a host 
of regulations, which may be quite as unintelligible 
to the administrator as to the person controlled. 

(2) The basic principle of all such legislation to 
be the licensing not only of the premises but also 
of the individual. All such licences to be subject 
to annual review, but in the first instance all 
existing persons and premises concerned in the 
production of milk to be licensed and given an 
opportunity to comply within a given time with the 
conditions laid down. These should in the first 
instance not be too drastic or too onerous. 
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(3) The licensing authorities to be composed for 
preference of bodies nominated by the diseases of 
animals committees, and to include not more than 
10 per cent. of the persons interested in the trade. 

(4) All proceedings for renewal appeals, ete., to 
be held in public. 

(5) The complete de-centralization of all adminis- 
tration, which should be preferably carried out by 
the County Councils, subject only to the general 
control of the Government department concerned. 

(6) All licences granted to be subject to the pay- 
ment of a graduated licensing fee, such graduation 
to be assessed either by the acreage or the maximum 
housing capacity for cattle. 

( Note.—Probably the latter method would be 
the best in view of the fact that some land is capable 
of carrying far less cattle than others). 

(7) The officer directly responsible to the licensing 
authority to be a whole-time veterinary surgeon, 
specially selected for his administrative experience 
in not only dairy inspection, but his post graduate 
training in State medicine. 

(8) The automatic appointment of all veterinary 
surgeons in practice as inspectors under the scheme. 

These may for the moment be laid down as the 
broad principles of the scheme, and probably none 
will give rise to more vehement criticism than the 
last, and it may be well to take this first. and to 
deal with finance later. 

I take it that the first principle in the foundation 
of any scheme, whether it be scientific or otherwise, 
is to secure that all persons concerned in it shall 
have a definite interest and incentive to success. 
Whatever the form of the incentive may be held 
to be, or in whatever verbiage it may be wrapped, 
so long as human nature is what it is, the only 
incentive of any permanent value is a financial 
one, and if all parties in a scheme can be shown to 
benefit in this sense, there is some reasonable 
security for its continuation and success. In the 
scheme which I have in view all parties concerned 
would benefit in direct ratio to their success in 
carrying out their parts. 

It may be said that the veterinary practitioner 
is-not capable of rendering the services required, 
and that because he happened to be the veterinary 
attendant to the individual to be supervised, he 
would not be capable of rendering honest service. 
But it is just this assumption on the part of many 
which has produced the comparative failure to 
progress in the direction of elimination of animal 
diseases on the one side and the stagnation of the 
veterinary profession on the other. I hold that 
in all matters such as these the individual capable 
of rendering the best service is he who is possessed 
of the necessary local knowledge, and knows well 
the character of the people with whom he has to 
deal, and of these the personal equation is of the 
greatest importance. 

We have roughly some 3,000 practising veter- 
inary surgeons on our register, and of these 
probably 2,000 are brought closely in touch with our 
bovine population, and a very considerable percen- 


tage of these will be concerned with persons whoge 
business, either wholly or in part, is concerned with 
the production of milk. Can it be supposed that 
out of all these trained and experienced men an 
efficient service cannot be built up? If it is so, 
then it is lamentable and the only alternative is 
to build up a service of whole-time men specially 
trained for the work. To produce a sufficient 
number of men for such a service takes time, but 
it will be found by such difficulties that its capacity 
to render service and to produce results will in no 
way he commensurate with the outlay involved. 


You may say that a certain number of the 
practitioners employed would fail in their responsi- 
bilities. | Of course they would, but so also would 
the whole-time service produce a percentage of 
failures; but what you would probably find in a 
properly-administered scheme would be that you 
would by the very closeness of the relationship 
between the so-called clinician and his client get 
much greater results than you can possibly hope 
for, but specially so when the clinician becomes an 
integral part of a service given a definitely 
responsible position, and supported by wise and 
moderate legislation. You would in addition 
produce a large number of persons actively 
interested in pushing the propaganda of progress, 
instead of what we find at present, where the 
practitioner will scornfully stand aloof and throw 
cold water on every necessary scheme of progress 
which is mooted in which he is not actively 
concerned, 

I may be asked: ‘ How would you start such 
a service ?*’ And this is to my mind the easiest. 
part of the scheme to work out. 

I would, in the first instance, invite every 
veterinary surgeon qualified by the nature of his 
practice to apply to be placed on the panel, and 
when the producer of milk made application to 
be licensed, he would then state on which particular 
practitioners’ panel he wished to be placed, and, 
in accordance with such application would the 
duties of live stock health supervisors be allocated ; 
to each health supervisorewould then be allocated 
certain definite duties and responsibilities, and if it 
were found after reasonable enquiry that the 
duties were not satisfactorily performed, then he 
would be relieved of his duties, and his work 
allocated to others. . 

This work would certainly require high capacity 
and integrity in the administrative whole-time 
official responsible, but I do not believe that any 
serious difficulty would be experienced in finding 
them, nor do I believe that much necessity would 
arise for the removal of a person’s name from the 
panel; the majority would soon make themselves 
sufficiently efficient, and would take care not to 
lose a position which would be of considerable 
importance, and they would further be protected 
by having a right of appeal to either an independent 
tribunal or to the particular Government depart- 
ment concerned. ’ 
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, Now as to finance.—In the first place I do not 
believe that any scheme of finance which does not 
place the whole or, at any rate, the major part of 
the responsibility of maintenance on the particular 
industry concerned is sound, so that if we accept 
this principle we must also recognise that in the 
first place only such expenditure as can be 
shown to be of direct benefit to the trade concerned 
is justified. 

I have, however, endeavoured earlier to try to 
form some estimate of what I describe as un- 
productive expenditure carried by the milk, trade, 
and principally by the producer of milk, and I 
would, if possible, divert this expenditure into 
mere productive channels, and so render the un- 
productive portion unnecessary. 

I have insisted that every producer of milk shall 
be licensed, and that he shall be required to pay 
an annual fee in proportion either to acreage or 
to the number of adult cattle kept, this being 
estimated by the housing accommodation available. 
This annual fee per producer need not be large in 
order to produce a very large sum of money, which 
‘would be easily collected. It would, no doubt, 
before long come to be recognised as a part of 
the rental of a farm, or probably as part of the 
annual insurance premium. 

The distribution of such money would be carried 
out with a view to providing every possible 
assistance to the farmer, and certainly a part 
should be earmarked for research work, which 
should be carried on in as many centres as possible. 
Finally, the whole of the money so accumulated 
should be devoted to the purpose for which it is 
collected. The veterinary surgeons should be 
paid an annual fixed salary for work done, the 
amount of salary to be arrived at on the basis of 
the amount of work done. I object altogether 
to the system of payment by fees. I prefer that 
in any such scheme the practitioner should 
definitely become part of the service, with fixity 
of tenure secured, provided efficient service is 
given. Isee no difficulty in this part of the scheme, 
and venture to predict that should such a service 
ever become established that it would not only be 
utilised for the control and improvement of the 
milk supply, but would form the service to control 
the whole of the contagious diseases of animals. 

The scope for development in such a scheme is 
practically unlimited ; it would certainly do for the 
veterinary profession what the National Insurance 
Act has done for the medical practitioner, without 
setting up an entirely new service entirely separate 
from any existing service. 

I fear that in such a paper it is not possible to 
go deeply into detail. I fear also that many will 
feel disappointed that the subject has been dealt 
with in the way I have ventured to approach it. 
It would, I know, have been of great interest to 
discuss some of the problems met with by the 
practitioner in daily practice. The subject of 
mastitis alone is one which would provide copious 
material for lengthy discussion, and is, I admit, 


of great importance. On the other hand, I feel, 
however, that important legislation must come 
before very long. The present state of the dairy 
industry in which so many of us are interested 
renders such legislation imperative; but if it is 
to do good, it must, I repeat, be constructive, and 
such as to assist the development of an industry 
which means so much to this country. 

The veterinary profession is an integral part of 
agriculture, and in the past has been deprived of 
the opportunity to prove its full usefulness to the 
community at large. Under any of the schemes 
at present in existence casual employment may 
be found for a few, but my remarks are certainly 
not directed merely to the provision of employment, 
but are in the light of my experience the best 
way in which many of the problems affecting 
agriculture can be best dealt with. 

I have purposely refrained from commenting on 
many other aspects of the dairy industry ; some of 
these will, I hope, arise in the discussion, and can 
then be met. 


Discussion. 


The discussion was to have been opened by 
Mr. G. P. Male, of Reading. Mr. Male was unable 
to be present, but he communicated a written 
statement, which was read to the meeting by the 
Secretary. 

Mr. G. P. Mate: I should like to congratulate 
the essayist on two things. First, the excellence 
of the paper he has been good enough to bring 
before us to-day, which has been most carefully 
thought out, is full of ideas, and should be 
thoroughly discussed ; secondly, on his conversion, 
or perhaps we had better say, his partial conversion, 
to the necessity of utilising the services of the 
general practitioners in obtaining a clean milk 
supply for this country. 

Col. Brittlebank and I have had many discussions, 
sometimes heated, on these matters, and I am glad 
to be the first to compliment him on bringing 
forward such a scheme to-day. I think also the 
originator of this subject is to be complimented, as 
it is a most urgent one. A beginning was made 
by the Tuberculosis Order to limit the number of 
tubercle bacilli that were consumed by the public. 
Then we had the Milk and Dairies Act of 1914, the 
Consolidation Act of 1915, which was made law 
but never put into operation, then the Amending 
Bill of 1920, about which so much controversy has 
arisen that it has been shelved. The fact, however, 
remains that probably 10,000 children annually 
die of tuberculosis derived from a bovine source, 
chiefly the milk, and it behoves us to bestir our- 
selves to devise some efficient scheme which will 
not be extremely costly, nor curtail the milk 
supply, and yet will gradually eradicate this 
disease from our herds, This scheme must have 
the goodwill of the dairy interest, and to be effec- 
tive must have the cordial co-operation of the 
veterinary profession. I dissent very strongly 
from the essayist when he says that *’ the clinician 
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plays no part in the general work of improving the 
milk supply’; and again he says, “ the average 
practitioner has nothing whatever to do with the 
milk supply’ except for treating a particular 
animal with pneumonia or tuberculosis. Does he 
for one moment think that when the average 
practitioner has diagnosed this particular case of 
pneumonia or tuberculosis he is unwilling or 
incapable of advising as to the best method of 
freeing the owner’s herd from these diseases? I 
am sure every practitioner in the room will agree 
that he is constantly advising his clients as to 
preventive measures, including testing with tuber- 
culin, isolation of the affected cows, improvements 
in sanitation, inspections of the cows and udders, 
and in every possible way doing a very great 
service in the production of what is known as 
“clean milk.” 

He does not, as the essayist suggests, ‘‘ scornfully 
stand aloof and throw cold water on every necessary 
scheme of progress which is mooted in which he is 
not financially interested.” 

I should be very sorry if this went out unchal- 
lenged, and I feel sure I am right in saying there 
is no body of professional men more disinterested 
than the veterinary profession, and none that is 
doing more to create healthy herds in this country. 

At the Sanitary Institute Congress at Folkestone, 
I understand the chairman of the Clean Milk 
Society, Mr. Wilfred Buckley, stated that the 
average veterinary surgeon was not capable of 
carrying out the tuberculin test properly, and 
when his remarks were challenged, he said that he 
made the statement on the authority of some of 
the leaders of the veterinary profession. I can 
only presume that he referred to those members 
of Council who attended as a deputation to the 
Ministry of Health, and against whose evidence 
on that occasion J protested in the Council, and 
prophesied that their remarks would be used 
against us. I hardly expected the prophecy would 
have been so quickly fulfilled. 

I myself heard a M.O.H. make most disparaging 
remarks on our profession. 

Gentlemen, if we do not get support from the 
leaders of our profession, to whom shall we look ? 

The public do not know, and are apparently not 
to be allowed to know, anything about us » our 
leaders belittle us, and as the essayist said, “‘ criti- 
cise us” (perhaps sometimes we need it). It, is 
therefore up to each one of us to study this ques- 
tion, and by our ability and zeal prove to the 
public that we can if called upon do effective work 
for the welfare of the nation. We do not want 
the control of the dairving industry. We only 
want that share which our education and training 
fit us, and I go further and say that no progress 
will be made in this matter without our help in 
whatever form it is utilised. 

One would have liked to discuss fully the various 
aspects of this very hig subject, but my time is 
limited, and I am sure Col. Brittlebank will wish us 
to concentrate our attention on the scheme which 


he has produced. IL wish he had had more time to 
elaborate it more exactly ; but perhaps he will do 
this in his reply. In some direction it follows the 
lines laid down in the Act of 1915 and the Amending 
Bill, 7.e., with regard to licensing dairies and dairy- 
men, but whereas the Act says that veterinary 
surgeons may he appointed by Local Authorities 
from those acting under the Diseases of Animals 
Acts, and that whole-time men may be appointed 
if the Ministry of Health desires it, in this scheme 
it is proposed that al] veterinary surgeons shall be 
employed, and that every dairyman can choose 
on whose particular panel he shal! go, also that a 
whole-time inspector shall be appointed for each 
district or county, and I presume the practitioner 
will work under his directions, and he will be able 
to dismiss those whose work is not satisfactory 
(subject to appeal, of course), This pre-supposes 
that sufficient capable and experienced whole- 
time officials will be available. 

No mention is made of the M.O.H., who figures 
so largely in the Milk Bill. I fear it will not have 
his blessing unless he occupies the most prominent 
place in its working. 

What are to be the duties of the veterinary 
surgeon ? Will he be required to test the cows, 
and if so, will the State pay the costs, and when 
tested what is to become of the tuberculous cow ? 
This seems to be the whole crux of the problem. 
In some large farms she can be isolated, bred from, 
inspected at frequent intervals, the milk examined, 
perhaps sterilised, and used for human consump- 
tion, and gradually a healthy herd can be reared. 
But on the small farm this could not often be 
done, and arrangements would have to be made 
for these diseased cows to be segregated on special 
farms under veterinary supervision. If the cow 
is sold, as is the present custom, it will only mean 
that the disease is more widely distributed. If she 
has to be slaughtered, then compensation will 
have to be given by the State. Some check on the 
movement of these tuberculous cows could be 
accomplished by making an order making it illegal 
for any person to expose for sale an animal that had 
re-acted to the test or,,that was known to be | 
affected with the disease. The chief aim of any 
legislation must be the removal and isolation of 
the diseased cow from the rest of the herd rather 
than spending prohibitive sums on ideal buildings 
and vexatious restrictions. A few cows may have 
a high resisting power, but my experience shows 
that the vast majority when brought into contact 
with tuberculous animals quickly take the disease, 
and I fear none recover. I was surprised to read 
that round Manchester the percentage of tuber- 
culous milk is as great as ever in spite of all the 
work that has been done. I have often wondered 
where the reacting cows went when disposed of. 
Now I know. I hope this is not the experience of 
others. Personally I have always considered the 
results of the Tuberculosis Order to have been 
excellent, considering the small cost to the State, 
and I had hoped that this Order would have been 
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re-introduced before this, as it has been in Scot- 
land. 

With regard to finance, the Colonel goes on the 
assumption that the producer will pay; but even- 
tually it must be taken out of the pockets of the 
consumer, as any increased expense will have to be 
charged on the price of milk. In any case these 
charges would have to be calculated on the average 
number of cows kept. 

The dairy industry is becoming very keen on 
research work, and if any monies under this 
scheme could be devoted to that object, it would 
meet with approval; but if the veterinary surgeon 
is expected to test the herd in his districts and to 
render other services free to the owner, then I fear 
there would not be much money available for the 
purpose. But no doubt the essayist has worked out 
details from the financial point of view, and can 
give us something to work upon. If the essayist 
proves that the farmer pays, then I foresee this 
scheme is doomed to failure, as the milk trade, 
especially just now, is overburdened with expenses, 
and the farmer will look upon it as the last straw. 

In conclusion, may I say that the scheme so ably 
introduced has my entire sympathy. I hope it will 
be fully discussed, and I trust that any remarks 
I have made will not be looked upon as adverse 
criticisms, but as an effort to try and solve this 
very pressing and important problem, which affects 
us individually and as a profession. 

Mr. H. Brae, Hamilton: I have met Colonel 
Brittlebank wearing brighter colours than he 
wears in the confines of this paper. On page 4 
he says :—‘‘I venture to say that almost any 
observant practitioner will tell you that his 
pneumonia case record will provide a very fair 
index of the herds containing the highest percen- 
tage of tuberculosis.” His meaning is perfectly 
clear, but | wonder whether his experience is the 
experience of the occurrence of pneumonia in cattle. 
That is a disease I have never met in cattle at all, 
unless it has been produced by sepsis or through 
parasites. I doubt whether he is very clear in his 
ideas when he talks about pneumonia in cattle. 
It is my experience that they do not suffer from 
these infective colds such as influenza and dis- 
temper in dogs, and influenza in the human stb- 
ject. With regard to the scheme he propounds, 
it seems to me that Col. Brittlebank has attempted 
a method by which this work could be accom- 
plished, but I think it is more or less of a hash up 
of the rege which has already been passed 
and which is likely to become operative in the 
near future. What is the use of our crying as a 
small voice in the wilderness with regard to measures 
that should have been adopted to show the rela- 
tionship of the practitioner to the milk supply, 
when we have got actual legislation in the hands 
of the people who will force us to carry out their 
instructions whether we will or not? Is it Col. 
Brittlebank’s idea that what he enunciates should 
be considered an efficient substitute for what is 
likely to be put on our shoulders in the very near 


future ¢ I have admired his gallant attempt to 
show that the general practitioner can come into 
the question and help the public health official to 
accomplish a clean milk supply; but one is up 
against a great many difficulties if administrative 
power is to be given to any great extent to all and 
sundry. He would have you create every prac- 
titioner an official for this purpose. I venture 
to say there are many side issues which would 
impinge on this question. A man who attends 
two or three hundreds of clients has interests 
which are equivalent to those of his clients. I 
submit that these things clash so inevitably that 
it will always be a very difficult matter to give 
every private practitioner administrative power in 
the accomplishment of a pure milk supply. The 
country practitioner is paying more and more 
attention now to his other complaints; and by 
the work he is doing and the way notices are sent 
through with regard to these cases, we are accom- 
plishing a great deal in the elimination of the 
beast which has heen yielding milk very often under 
suspicion as the cause of many conditions that 
were very trying to the consumer. I am sorry 
there is so little time to discuss this paper. In 
future we should have these papers in our hands 
a week before the meeting, so that a man should 
not trip himself up by having imperfectly read 
them. 

Mr. J. S. Lioyp, Sheffield : I have not had the 
pleasure of reading Col. Brittlebank’s paper, which 
only came into my possession late last night. I 
would like to confine my remarks to his formule 
on page 10. On the whole I am in agreement 
with what Col. Brittlebank says. I have advo- 
cated something on similar lines for some years, 
and I am quite in agreement with what he says. 
We do want some simple legislative measures. We 
do not want complicated things that people do not 
understand. The Ministry of Agriculture send 
out orders which ordinary members of County 
Councils and other local authorities do not under- 
stand, and which very often their clerks do not 
understand. The more simple the legislation the 
better. The writer advocates licensing of both 
the owners and the occupiers. The procedure is 
that under the Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops 
Order a man who starts selling milk and keeping 
cows is registered, and some months after the 
local authorities come to see whether the places 
are fit and proper for the purpose. If he has to 
apply for a license, I take it Col. Brittlebank’s 
proposition is that the premises should be inspected 
before the license is granted, and if they are not 
suitable premises, the license will be withheld until 
they are made suitable. I quite agree that the 
local authority should be the licensing body. In 
the case of the London County Council slaughter- 
houses, I believe any medical officer in the London 
borough can oppose a license being granted to any 
slaughterhouse or dairy in his district. Col. 
Brittlebank thinks the County Council should be 
the licensing authority. He further goes on to 
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say that the people applying for a license should 
pay a small fee. With that I think no one will 
disagree. If the local authority has to be put to 
the expenditure of sending an inspector round to 
see whether the premises are fit and proper before 
a license is granted, I see no reason why the licensee 
should not pay a small fee to cover the expense. 
Paragraph 7 provides that the officer directly 
responsible to the licensing authority should be a 
whole-time veterinary surgeon. Paragraph 8, to 
which Mr. Begg seems to have taken exception, is 
coupled up with number 7, and with regard to this 
to a very large extent I am in agreement with Col. 
Brittlebank. I think the veterinary practitioner in 
the past (Iam speaking from a wide experience) tried 
to get farmers, duirymen and cow-keepers to have 
a high standard in front of them. Many of them 
at the present day have no standard at all. We 
want a standard that people can attain to, without 
having to go to a great deal of expense ; and if the 
administration of that standard were put into the 
hands of our practical, experienced and tactful 
officers, I believe we should go a long way towards 
getting a pure milk supply. 

Mr. T. ©. Frercuer, Sheffield: One of the 
duties of this meeting should be to press very 
energetically forward the re-introduction of the 
Tuberculosis Order. The lapsing of that Order 
has been to a very great extent responsible for an 
enormous increase in the quantity of tuberculous 
milk which is now being circulated in the country. 
The difficulty I find with my clients is that no 
farmer that ever J] have approached has been 
sufficiently interested in his cattle to have the 
tuberculin test applied. I have offered even to 
use the tuberculin test free on a small herd of cows, 
but I have always met with rebuffs. There is no 
doubt that the Tuberculosis Order, as enacted 
before the war, was a very great means of putting 
in force some slight pressure on farmers, who we 
know are a slow moving set of people, to get some- 
thing done with reference to the particular disease, 
tuberculosis of the udder. In our district we are, 
perhaps, fortunate that we have an officer like 
Mr. Lloyd, who has the care of the city of Sheffield 
milk supply, and he has under him a very able 
man, whose detection of the tuberculosis bacilli 
by the aid of the microscope is brought to a very 
fine art; and it is no uncommon thing for a 
private practitioner in our district to quietly take 
a sample of milk from a cow’s udder and remit it 
to Mr. Lloyd’s supervision, and ascertain whether 
the condition of tuberculosis of the udder exists. 
Supposing it does, the greatest difficulty we 
private practitioners have is in persuading the 
owner of the cow to allow us to report it. They 
have always an objection to a report being sent in 
of their animals. The consequence is that we have 
now to wait until the periodic inspection has taken 
place. by the veterinary authority under the 
Corporation, and he has to find the animal which 
we know exists there in that particular cowshed. 
To my mind that should not be. The law should 


compel us, and the owner would then have to 
submit to the law. The law should compel us to 
report that particular animal to the authorities, 
or the chief inspector, or whoever is in authority. 
We should as an Association press the Government 
to put in foree as quickly as possible the Tuber- 
culosis Order. A good deal more could be said 
on this question of the milk supply in the large 
towns. Advice should be sent to the Council 
where a cow exists with tuberculous udder that 
such cow, described by number, colour and name 
of farm, has got tuberculosis of the udder, and has 
been found so by examination of the milk. Then 
why should the veterinary surgeon of the authori- 
ties of the city of Sheffield put the ratepayers to 
the expense of his having to see that that animal. 
is destroyed or separated from the herd? It 
should be the duty of him or the city authority 
to inform the Council in whose area that animal 
exists, and the expense should be thrown on to 
them, and the animal should be dealt with by them. 
I should like us to send a resolution to the Govern- 
ment that the Tuberculosis Order should be put 
into force at the earliest opportunity. 

Mr. T. Eaton. Jones, Liverpool : In my opinion 
Col. Brittlebank has omitted the most important 
point; that is to say, the quality of the milk. 
Milk at present is sold in Liverpool at so much per 
gallon, quart or pint. I had some brought to my 
house the other night. It was found to contain only 
1-8 of milk fat. We are getting some milk that 
contains as much as 4-5 of milk fat, or very nearly 
three times the value of milk containing 1-8. It 
seems to me the first step with regard to milk is the 
grading of it and the selling of it according to 
quality. It would have been a rather cumber- 
some process, but still it could be done. If the 
seller guaranteed 4 per cent., peopie would be only 
too happy to pay the price. I think the first step, 
even more important than the question of tuber- 
culosis, is to get the grading of milk, which ought 
to be sold just as tea, sugar, or any other com- 
modity is, according to quality. I do not think it 
would give much trouble to, get legislation to that 
effect. If you got grading of milk, it would help 
a great deal to improve the cattle in the herd. 
In some districts it is deplorable the way cattle 
and shippons are kept. If milk were sold accord- 
ing to quality, the animal would improye the herd 
and provide the best quality possible. There is no 
incentive to the farmer at the moment to produce 
milk of a higher quality. I would also like to 
know whether it is intended to bring this paper 
before the notice of the Ministry of Agriculture or 
of Parliament ? If it is going to the Ministry of 
Agriculture, who is going to take it to them? If 
it goes to Parliament, who is going to take it to 
Parliament ? If it goes to the various cities, who 
is going to take it to them? Personally, I do not 
know any veterinary surgeon friend of mine who 
is a member of any public body; and until the 
profession is represented either on public bodies 
or in Parliament, all our efforts, in my opinion, 
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are of very little avail. I have attended conferences 
for nearly thirty years, and there is no paper that 
I can remember that has ever been brought for- 
ward before any member of Parliament to be 
placed before the House of Commons. Several 
members of our profession in the House of Commons 
or on public bodies would do more good than all the 
conferences ever held. The scheme of trying to 
rid the country of tuberculous cattle at the moment 
is absolutely out of the question, The scheme of 
ridding dairy stock of tuberculosis of the udder 
would not be a difficult matter if the profession 
generally would co-operate with the people who 
deal with the milk—that is to say, in the great 
majority of instances, with people who are not 
necessarily whole-time veterinary officers. If any- 
body has a grievance about his milk, let him consult 
the veterinary surgeon, who could do a great deal 
of good by bringing it to the notice of the authori- 
ties. I am very sorry to say that tuberculosis of 
the udder is very rapidly on the increase this year. 
We have had three times the amount of tuberculosis 
of the udder up to the present than we have had 
in the past year. 

Mr. Renrrew: Mr. Begg says we do not get 
pneumonia in cattle except from a specific cause. 
Surely Mr. Begg does not want us to believe we 
do not get pneumonia in horses and cattle as in 
other animals, setting in by acommon cold. They 
first get congestion of the lungs, and ultimately, 
as in the ordinary course of the disease, we get 
pneumonia, I am not prepared to accept the 
dictum that we do not get pneumonia in cattle 
except from a specific canse. In my district 
I do a good deal of testing of pretty large herds for 
farmers who have been anxious for the last ten 
years to get rid of tuberculosis in their stock. I 
have not had much difficulty in advising them 
to weed out the re-acting ones. The veterinary 
surgeon keeps a record of these cattle. Who is 
in a better position to help the country than the 
man who has got a complete record for seven or 
eight years of all the cattle a farmer has got ? He 
knows not only every re-actor he has got, but he 
knows every doubtful animal, and he is looking 
forward to the next test to see when this thing will 
be conclusive. Is he to hand over his statistics to 
the man who begins where the practitioner left 
off? Or is the practitioner to say nothing and 
leave the inspector to find out? This is a very 
big question, and I am positive that if the country 
is to get the full benefit of the advantages which 
the local practitioner has gained, the man on the 
spot who has been looking after their animals for 
a period of years is the proper man to carry out 
the work. 


Tae Repty. 


Col. J. W. Brirr.enank, in replying to the 
discussion, said : Will you allow me to thank you 
for the extremely considerate and kindly way in 
which you have dealt with my somewhat cursory 
remarks. The problem which I attempted to 
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tackle is a problem in which I have been engaged 
for a very considerable number of years. It is an 
enormous problem ; tuberculosis is the index point 
of the whole problem. If you can diminish tuber- 
culosis, you will produce a set of conditions which 
are exactly what you require to diminish the other 
conditions to which you object in the milk supply. 
[ am a very strong advocate of the employment of 
the general practitioner. (Hear, hear.) 1 want no 
misconception on this point. Mr. Male, with 
whom I have discussed this everlasting problem 
over and over again, has apparently made it clear 
that for a long time he has been, under the impres- 
sion that I am opposed to the general practitioner. 
The whole genesis of the scheme which I have 
ventured to put forward is based on the utilisation 
of the services of the general practitioner. You 
have the machinery existing in the country which 
only requires functioning. Who is the man to 
deal with a problem like this if it is not the genera! 
practitioner ? It is very largely a human problem, 
and you have to know the individual as well as the 
cow. It has been said over and over again :— 
“Give me the right individual, and I will get rid 
of tuberculosis.”” But you can have the most 
glorious conditions that you wish on a farm and a 
wrong individual, and you will never get rid of 
tuberculosis. I have said that in my opinion the 
clinician has got nothing to do with the milk 
supply. and to that I stick. If you say that by 
isolation of cases and testing of herds that is any 
serious contribution to the whole problem, then I 
must disagree with you. This patchwork legis- 
lation we have had, and which we have been 
trying to administer and get some results from for 
years, will never diminish tuberculosis, but if we 
will recognise and take the very elements of the 
preventive medicine of tuberculosis and read 
Cornett’s work, we will see where the commence- 
ment ought to be made. In all our work we are 
dealing entirely with the animal which has become 
diseased and in danger. There has been no legis- 
lation to develop the healthy animal. The public 
do not know anything at all about it. Consider 
the state of the general milk supply to-day, what 
is being done partly to protect the consumer, but 
principally to protect the distributor. Huge 
factories have been erected all over the country in 
which milk is collected and goes through a number 
of elaborate processes which I say should be 
absolutely unnecessary. They all add the cost of 
these processes to the price of the milk. If you 
would take the money which is spent on the hand- 
ling of the milk factories and divert it into channels 
having as their main object the prevention of 
tuberculosis in our herds, you will then have 
established a constructive policy. (Hear, hear). 
That is where the veterinary surgeon comes in. 
I will not bore you with a mass of statistics with 
regard to the financial side of this problem ; but 
if you take the ordinary figures and consider what 
the adoption of a scheme such as I have put 
forward, of licensing and the payment of a fee, 
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would bring in in the way of income, you would 
see that very easily and readily is a large sum of 
money made available. But it must be made 
clear that this work is not repressive—that we are 
nut going to be made policemen, but that we are to 
advise and supervise in the improvement of con- 
ditions, not merely for the sake of a transient 
fancy. Mr. Begg refers to the question of pneu- 
monia. I am a whole-time official, but I was at 
one time a practitioner. Both when I was a 
practitioner and since I have been a whole-time 
official I have been convinced that I have seen 
plenty of pneumonia in cattle from causes other 
than what Mr. Begg states. A high percentage of 
tuberculous animals will yield a high percentage 
of pneumonia. It may be tuberculous; it pro- 
bably is. I am satisfied of that from my handling 
of herds. 

Mr. Beaa: That is exactly my argument. 

Col. BrirrceBank: My paper has been des- 
eribed as a hash up of existing legislation. If 
there is any good in the existing legislation, I am 
perfectly prepared to hash it up and serve it as an 
entree if you like ; but I would rather destroy the 
whole of the existing legislation, because [ see that 
it is of no use in dealing with a big problem. You 
are only touching the fringe of it, and there is no 
attempt to get at what is really the problem— 
the prevention of the disease. Read the Milk and 
Dairies Consolidated Bill of 1915, and see what a 
laboured piece of machinery it is. Mr. Begg says 
that the clients’ interests will clash with the 
practitioners’ interests in my scheme. Probably 
to some extent; but if the practitioner is definitely 
appointed, and a man has himself voluntarily 
selected that practitioner to do his work for him, 
he is on his panel. The practitioner would be 
required to render certain duties for the payment 
which he would receive, and I do not see the 
slightest difficulty in his carrying them out. He 
would not clash half as much as they clash with a 
whole-time inspector. Besides, you have lost the 
essential factor—that you do not know the indi- 
vidual. Mr. Male would suggest that I have 
sometimes said that I am not prepared to let the 
practitioner apply the tuberculin test. If I have 
said so I do not remember it. What I have said 
is this, that under Mr. Buckley’s scheme for the 
production of grade “A” certified milk, that 
requires a certificate issued by the Ministry of 
Health ; that the interests there are such that the 
services rendered by the veterinary surgeon and 
the application of this test shall be paid for by the 
Government ; and that he shall be some other 
person than the person who is immediately con- 
cerned with the treatment of the herd. You must 
remember that under this grade “‘ A ’’ milk scheme 
there is a very large profit offered to the producer. 
He is allowed to charge a very much enhanced 
price for his milk. He goes to his practitioner 
and says, ““I want my herd tested.’ All those 
people are not quite the public benefactors they 
pretend to be. It is a very difficult position for 
the practitioner to say to the man under existing 
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conditions, when he has tested his herd and he is 
making out his charts, that there are 50 per cent. of 
re-acting animals in the herd. That man wants a 
chart that he can get a certificate upon. I know 
of many cases where an unfair pressure has been 
brought to bear upon the practitioner to induce 
him to ‘cook’ charts. Under the existing 
scheme it is extremely unfair to the practitioner. 
The practitioner can apply the tuberculin test 
better than anyone else, in my opinion, I dis- 
approve of the whole of this milk grading scheme 
of the Milk Controller. (Hear, hear). The veterinary 
surgeon is a mere bagatelle in the whole scheme, 
The scheme is run on a system where the inspection 
is carried out by laymen. That is the point to 
which I very seriously took exception, that the 
inspection of herds and premises should be in the 
hands of individuals who previously were employed 
in the Land Valuation Department, but who no 
longer had any employment, and were automatic- 
ally transferred to the department of Food Control. 
Mr. Fletcher presses for the re-introduction of the 
Tuberculosis Order. am_ entirely with Mr. 
Eaton Jones as to the quality of milk. and if I had 
time I wanted to show in my scheme how, by the 
gradual inspection of these farms, I would later 
have instituted a principle of grading the farms, 
and the farmer would then recognise that he was 
graded 1, 2 or 3, and that in the higher grades he 
could expect a higher grade of remuneration, 
because he would produce an article of very much 
higher value. I think it is an essential part of any 
scheme. Mr. Eaton Jones says that it is quite 
easy to get rid of tuberculosis of the udder, and 
yet we have three times as much this year as before. 
The two statements are very difficult to reconcile. 
I say that under existing legislation and any 
contemplated legislation it is impossible to get rid 
of tuberculosis of the udder. 

Mr. Eaton Jones: You misunderstood me 
entirely. I meant to say that if legislation was 
introduced it would be an easy matter to get rid 
of tuberculosis of the udder. 

Col. BrirrLeBANK: Well, I doubt it myself. I 
say you will not get rid of ftiberculosis of the udder 
until some satisfactory scheme of reducing the 
percentage of tuberculous animals in herds is 
devised. (Applause.) T have been examining udders 
for tuberculosis for over twenty years. I admit 
that in many cases you catch your cases earlier, 
but that they are any less numerous I disagree. 
But even when you have caught them they have 
been spreading infected milk for a period of not 
less than one month, It is shutting the stable 
door after the horse is gone. Tuberculosis of the 
udder is but a mere side line of the whole question. 
From a public health point of view tuberculosis of 
the udder will have to be dealt with, but from the 
increased value of herds point of view it is of no 
particular importance. The big question of tuber- 
culosis is one which is important. I merely use 
tuberculosis as an index point of the whole prob- 
lem. Get rid of tuberculosis, and you get rid of 
practically every other condition to which you object, 
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27th August, 1921. 


THE FUTURE. 


%, Those members of the Association who were not 
able to attend the Chester meeting will be able to 
form some idea of the scope of the formal pro- 
ceedings from the report contained in .our current 
issue. They will, also be able to assess, in a 
measure, the indications of the possible future 
of the Association. It is clear that the first real 
working year of the reconstructed Association has 
been successful to an extent that very nearly co- 
incides with the highest expectations of the most 
sanguine. The secretarial report in itself suffices 
to show that material progress has been made and 
that the Council of the Association has not been 
idle. An increase of membership from 372 to 
1,205 is eminently satisfactory ; and the attendance 
at the annual meeting was distinctly encouraging. 
It was also a good omen that so many of those 
who were present at Chester, at the conclusion of 
the meeting straightway began to make plans for 
attending the Bath meeting next year. Even 
those who came from the North of Scotland and 
inconveniently-situated parts of Ireland expressed 
themselves as not in any way disturbed by the 
distance between their homes and the West of 
England, but were only concerned lest any untoward 
circumstance should intervene and prevent their 
renewal of the profit and pleasure of an annua] 
meeting. 


This is all very pleasant; but now for the 
powder in the jam. In the first place we must 
not rest satisfied with only one-third of the pro- 
fession as members of the Association. The 
membership must be doubled at the very least, 
and this should not be difficult of accomplishment. 
A recent correspondent, whose duties bring him 
into contact with veterinary surgeons in out-of- 
the-way places, tells us that he is using his 
opportunities to bring the claims of the Association 
before those to whom the functions of the Associ- 
ation are barely known. Not every one has the 
opportunities of our correspondent ; but there are 
few of us who cannot induce one non-member to 
change his state. Thus our vision of a doubled 
membership could easily materialise before another 
year has passed, 


Further, good though the daily attendance at 
the Chester meeting was, it should be much better 
at Bath twelve months hence. We visualise an 


“| ever-increasing attendance until, ere many years 


have passed, the annual meeting becomes a veritable 
re-union and parliament of the profession. We 
use the word ** parliament ”’ in no sense as implying 
government—except in respect of the government 
of our professional actions—but in the primary 
sense of the word. A parliament, says the diction- 
ary, is ‘an assembly of persons met for discourse, 
conference, deliberation.” 

Even the materially-minded and selfish among 
us—if, indeed there are any such—cannot fail to 
be interested in an increased membership; for 
increase in members means increase in revenue ; 
and, the Association not being a profit-making 
concern, an increase in revenue Means an increase 
in returns to members, because of a decrease in 
relative working costs. 

But enough of this preachment. Sanguine 
though expectations may have been in the minds 
of some of us—over sanguine, our pessimist friends 
have said—the past year has done‘nothing tofshake 
our belief, but has done much to strengthen it. 
Our credo is, as it has been in the past, that the 
Association will go from strength to strength and 
will quickly become an indispensable part of 
professional machinery. 


The Conference Papers. 


We publish in the present number the paper on 
‘The Clinician in relation to the Problem of Milk 
Production,” by Lieut.-Col. J. W. Brittlebank, 
which was delivered to the Conference on Thursday 
morning, July 28th. 


Future numbers of the Record will contain the 
following papers, together with discussions there- 
upon :—‘‘ The Causes, Symptoms and Differential 
Diagnosis of Torsion of the Double Colon in the 
Horse, together with remarks upon the manual 
reduction of the lesion and the possibility of its 
reduction spontaneously,” by H. Caulton Reeks, 
F.R.C.V.S. ; delivered at the close of the General 
Meeting of the Association, on Wednesday morning, 
July 27th. ‘The Future of the Profession,” by 
Henry Gray, M.R.C.V.S., read at the opening of 
the morning session on Thursday, July 28th. 
** Nervous Diseases of the Dog,” by G. H. Livesey, 
M.R.C.V.S., presented on the afternoon of the 
same day. Capt. J.T. Edwards’ paper on “ Bovine 
Abortion and its Control,’ which was unfortun- 
ately unable to be placed before the assembly. 
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Association Reports. 


N.V.M.A. CHESTER MEETING. 
The Council Meeting. 


The Council of the Association met at the 
Grosvenor Hotel, Chester, on Tuesday evening, 
July 26th, 1921. The President, Dr. O. Charnock 
Bradley, was in the chair, and there were present :— 
Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, Messrs. George Howie, 
Hugh A. MacCormack, J. 8. Lloyd, A. W. Noel 
Pillers, F. G. Edwards, R. Hughes, W. W. Lang, 
H. Caulton Reeks, S. Slocock, M. Robinson, D. 
Imrie, J. F. Healy, E. F. Angler, F. L. Gooch, 
J. F. Craig, E. Sayers, Hugh Begg, F. Hobday, 
A. W. Mason, O. Trevor Williams, John Matthews, 
L. W. Wynn Lloyd, J. W. Brittlebank, W. R. Davis, 
G. H. Locke, and Geo. H. Wooldridge. 

The PrestpENT: The minutes have been printed, 
and I suppose you have read them. Is it your 
wish that I should sign them ? 

Mr. Hughes proposed and Mr. Caulton Reeks 
seconded a resolution to this effect, which was 
carried. 

The PrestpENT: There is a certain amount of 
correspondence which the Secretary has received. 

The Secretary: I have received apologies for 
absence from Messrs. De Vine, A. Gofton, J. R. 
McCall, A. Munro, P. J. Simpson, J. Willett, J. P. 
Male, J. Clarkson, J. C. Coleman and F. Willett. 

I have received the following letter from Professor 
Macqueen. You will remember at the last Council 
meeting he wrote tendering his resignation from 
the Council and the Editorial Committee, and I 
was instructed to write, asking him to reconsider 
his decision. I should also tell you in addition 
that I had written personally to Professor Macqueen 
asking if there was any other reason than that 
given for his resignation. This is the reply :— 

Dear Mr. Buxton,—I am much obliged by 
your letter of 7th inst., and I have also to thank 
you for an earlier letter, to which I did not reply, 
as I had no cause of complaint or any suggestion 
to make regarding the Council or the Veterinary 
Record. 1 tendered my resignation because of 
my inability to attend the meetings of the Council 
and of the Editorial Committee, and as I see no 
immediate prospects of having more spare time, 
I can hardly withdraw my resignation. In my 
view, the Council of the National should consist 
of men who are able to attend its meetings. 
—With regards, yours faithfully, 
J. 

I have also received a letter from Sir Stewart 
Stockman, who was to have given a demonstration 
at this meeting. 

Dear Buxton,— With reference to our recent 
conversation, you will remember I promised to 
give a film demonstration on the disease of 
sheep known as scrapie at the National meeting. 
The: promise, you will also remember, was 
conditional to my finding it possible at the 


infirmary to go slow in the interval, in accord- 
ance with medical advice. I have not found 
it possible to go slow, and I am writing to ask 
you to explain this to the members, and convey 
my apologies for absence. I hope to offer you 
a fuller paper on the same subject at a later date, 
when my results are a little more definite. The 
disease has an incubation period of two years, 
so you can understand that results are not 
quickly obtainable.— Believe me, with regards, 
yours sincerely, Stewart STOCKMAN. 

I have received a letter from Mr. De Vine, in 
which he states that practically all the advertising 
work in connection with the Veterinary Record 
has been done by a clerk in his office. It was 
obviously impossible for him to give the necessary 
time for the supervision of it. He asks the Council 
if they would feel disposed to give a honorarium 
to this clerk, who has done a great amount of work. 
He suggests a reasonable figure would be about £15. 

The PresipENtT: There are two letters we might 
deal with at least. There is this letter from 
Professor Macqueen, in which he feels he must 
adhere to his resignation. I think in view of his 
second letter, we are compelled to accept, with 
regret, his resignation from the Council and the 
Editorial Committee. What is the opinion of 
the Council ? 

Several members: Agreed. 

The PresipENt: We accept, with much regret, 
his resignation. Then we are agreed on that 
point. The letter from Sir Stewart Stockman 
hardly requires more consideration, does it ? 

The Secretary: I do not think so. 

The PrestpENT: We again are sorry, but we 
have to bow to the inevitable. More important, 
perhaps, is the letter from Mr. De Vine, in which 
he asks that a honorarium might be paid to some 
young man who has helped him considerably in 
connection with the advertisements. I should 
be glad to hear the opinion of the Council respecting 
this. He suggests £15 as a honorarium. Has 
anyone any comment to make upon the letter ? 
Will someone propose either that a honorarium be 
granted or not granted ? 

Prof. Hoppay: Is the Record profitable at the 
present time? I know there must be a great 
deal of work about it. 

The Secretary: The advertisement depart- 
ment is not a very profitable one. It costs 
something like £2 a page to print the advertise- 
ments, and as perhaps you are aware, from the 
charges we are making, we get £3 a page, so that 
we shall require a large number of pages to make a 
very big thing out of it. It is extremely difficult 
with our low circulation. People have to look at 
it as.a specialised circulation; they look at it more 
from numbers, and for that reason the number of 
advertisements is not very great and the cost is 
relatively high. Although it undoubtedly pays, 
the amount of profit obtained from it is not very 
considerable. If I might be allowed to suggest, 
I think the sum mentioned for the amount of work 
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done is not unreasonable. If this clerk of Mr. 
De Vine’s has been running the work of the 
advertisements since this was taken over by the 
Association, I am quite sure he is earning £15 a 
year. There can be no question of that. 

The Presipent: One has to realise, moreover, 
that in the future it should be possible to get a 
very considerable amount of revenue from adver- 
tisements, because we have to remember that the 
present time is abnormal, so that we hope, with 
the diminution in the price of paper, and after 
September, I believe, the wages of the printers are 
going down, that probably the cost will be less. 
Indeed, certainly it will be less in the next twelve 
months, and more profit may be looked for in that 
time. 

Mr. Luoyp: May I ask if these advertisements 
cost £2 every week, standard advertisements ? 

The Secretary: The average cost per page of 
producing these advertisements is £2. 

Mr. Luoyp: I could get them printed for 8s. 6d. 
or 9s. 6d. the page in Sheffield, and if it was a repeat, 
it would be half. If the advertisements are repeat 
and we are paying £2 a week, it is a great deal too 
much. Another important matter, are these 
advertisements contracts—do they run for several 
years 

The Secretary: No. It is only a question of 
a few months. 

Mr. Litoyp: If we have them running for some 
time, there would not be much work for this clerk 
in future in connection with them if they have 
to be picked up at the quarter or the half year. 
This payment will arise again. 

The Secretary: Might I point out that the 
largest part of the work is entailed by professional 
advertisements, not by the trade advertisements. 
There are large numbers of these people using 
office numbers. It is the professional advertise- 
ments that cause the work, not the trade. 

In reply to another question, the Secretary said 
that meant redirecting letters, classifying, etc., 
and the necessary book-work, besides corres- 
pondence. 

The Presipent: It is simply a honorarium, 
not a recognised salary. ' 

Professor Hospay: Approximately what pro- 
portion of profit does that mean ? 

The Secretary: The actual profit for the 
twelve months will be about £500 to £600. 

Professor Hospay: I am pleased to propose 
that the honorarium be granted for the work done 
in the past. It does not in any way make us 
promise anything for the future ; it is not intended 
to be £15 a year. You will probably do the same 
thing next year. I know that this has been a 
terrible time to get advertisements into order. 
I know, too, from my own personal experience 
what difficulties we have to get advertisements, 
and of course we have a number of fresh advertise- 
ments. I propose that this honorarium of £15 
for the year be granted. 

Mr. Goocn: I have pleasure in seconding. 
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The Presipent: It is proposed and seconded 
this honorarium of £15 simply for this year for 
work done be granted this clerk of Mr. De Vine’s. 

This was agreed. 

Professor Hoppay: With a letter of thanks. 

The Presipent: The Secretary has prepared 
a report of the work done by the Association, 
more particularly by the Council, during the past 
year. It is the baldest statement of fact. I 
do not think there is anything particular to extend, 
but in case there is any point upon which you 
want further light, I have no doubt the Secretary 
would be pleased to give it. I think no doubt 
you will all be glad to see that the membership 
stands now at 1,115, which, on the whole, is a 
quite satisfactory figure, especially in view of the 
fact that it was 372 only at the beginning of the 
year. There is another point on the same page 
which is hardly the less gratifying, and that is that 
the diminution in the number of subscribers to 
the Record has not been anything so great as we 
anticipated. It was anticipated that there would 
be a very considerable fall in the number of sub- 
scribers to the Record, and as you see, it amounts 
to rather more than 200. The number of sub- 
scribers when we took over was 1,760, and now 
it is 1,513, which, on the whole, is quite gratifying. 

The Secretary: I may say our last batch of 
what we call stock notices has been sent out, and 
I do not think the number will drop very much 
below that, if any. 

The PresipEnt: That is very good. Is it 
now your wish that we accept the Secretary's 
report and transmit it to the General Meeting 
to-morrow 

Mr. MacCormack moved and Mr. Hughes seconded 
a resolution to this effect, which was agreed. 

The report was as follows :— 


Tue SecrRetARY’s REPORT. 


The Thirty-Kighth Annual General Meeting of 
the Association was held at the Royal (Dick) 
Veterinary College, Edinburgh, on July 28th, 29th, 
and 30th, 1920, under the Presidency of Dr. O. 
Charnock Bradley. The proceedings were pub- 
lished and issued to all members. 

Dr. O. Charnock Bradley was re-elected President 
for the year 1920-1921 and the following officers 
were appointed : 

Vice- Presidents —Sir Stewart Stockman, Messrs. 
W. A. Taylor, A. Watson and A. Gofton. 

Trustees—Messrs. F. W. Garnett, S. H. Slocock 
and T. Salusbury Price. 

Auditors—Professor Macqueen and a professional 
accountant. 

Treasurer—-Professor G. H. Wooldridge. 

Secretary and Editor—Mr. John Malcolm. 

Assistant Secretary-Mr. Brennan De Vine. 

The lamented death of the Secretary occurred 
in September, and apart from the high esteem, 
indeed affection, with which he was regarded, his 
decease was a severe blow to the Association in 
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the very difficult period through which it was 
passing. 

The following committees have been formed :- 

Publication Committee. Composed of one elected 
representative from each division. 

Finance and Advisory Committee. Consisting 
of the President, Trustees, Treasurer, Secretary, 
Assistant Secretary and Messrs. Brittlebank, 
McIntosh, Lloyd and Clarkson. 

Salaries Committee. To consider the remuner- 
ation of salaried whole-time veterinary surgeons. 

An Editorial Committee. Composed of Pro- 
fessor Macqueen and Messrs. G. P. Male and J. 
W. McIntosh. This committee is to be elected 
annually. 


NUMBER OF MEETINGS. 


During the year under review there have been 
10 meetings of Council and 12 committee meetings. 

The past year has been the most important in 
the history of the Association, for it has witnessed 
the Incorporation and the acquisition of a pro- 
fessional journal-- The Veterinary Record. 


INCORPORATION AND+«GENERAL MEETING. 


The Association became Incorporated on April 
18th, 1921, and in order to conform to the Articles 
of Association a General Meeting was called for 
Wednesday,. June 29th, 1921, when the officers 
were formally elected, and the various steps taken 
by the Association prior to registration were 
confirmed. 


APPOINTMENT OF GENERAL SECRETARY AND 


Epitrors.® 


At a meeting of the Council held on October 6th, 
1920, Mr. J. B. Buxton was appointed General 
Secretary, and at a subsequent meeting on Novem- 
ber 25th, 1920, Captain J. T. Edwards (since 
resigned) and the Secretary were appointed editors 
of the Veterinary Record. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


The following resolutions have been dealt with 
by the Council :— 

(a) From the Yorkshire division ve control of 
manufacture and sale of tuberculin. A_ letter 
was drafted by the President and Secretary and 
sent to the Medical Research Council, Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, Ministry of Agri- 
culture, Ministries of Health for England, Scotland 
and Ireland; the British Medical Association ; 
the Department of Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction, Ireland ; and the Board of Agriculture 
for Scotland. 

Some correspondence passed between the Minis- 
try of Agriculture and this Association, and the 
Ministry expressed the opinion that the standard- 
ization of tuberculin was impracticable. 


(6) From the Eastern Counties Division re 
veterinary attendance on Boarded-out Army 
horses. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


673 


This resolution was forwarded to the War Office, 
and as a result a discussion took place between the 
Secretary and the Director of the particular depart- 
ment, when it was found to be impossible to carry 
the matter further at present. 

(c) From the Joint Council R.C.V.M.A., 8.C.V.S., 
and 8.E.V.A., re the inspection of meat by Veterin- 
ary Surgeons. 

This resolution was forwarded to the Ministry 
of Health. 

(d) Concessions to Veterinary Surgeons in regard 
to motor taxation. 

This resolution was sent to the Ministry of 
Transport, and a reply was received to the effect 
that the question of concessions to Medical and 
Veterinary Practitioners had been considered, and 
that the Special Committee appointed to deal with 
this question had recommended that such con- 
cessions were undesirable. 

(e) From the North of Ireland Division re 
allowance for time served with the Army by 
Veterinary Surgeons who subsequently joined the 
staff of the D.A.T.I. 

The Secretary was informed that the conditions 
did not apply to officers of the D.A.T.I. and 
Ministry of Agriculture. 

(f) From the Derbyshire Division, regarding 
the supply of Vaccine for the treatment of Joint- 
Ill in foals. This was supported. 

(q) From the Southern Counties Division, pro- 
testing against the increased telephone charges, 
was forwarded to the Postmaster-General. 


DanGeErous Drues Act. 

As a result of representations made to the 
Secretary of State regarding the proposed Regula- 
tions to be made under Sections 3 and 7 of the 
Dangerous Drugs Act, 1920, the Secretary was 
invited to represent the Association at a conference 
at the Home Office, to which the Central Chamber 
of Agriculture, the National Farmers’ Union, 
the National Farmers’ Union of Scotland, and the 
R.C.V.S. had also been invited to send represent- 
atives. 

It was found that the representatives of the farm- 
ing interests did not require any modification to 
which the veterinary profession could take ex- 
ception. 

The several modifications asked for on behalf 
of Veterinary Surgeons were in general conceded 
by the Home Office. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

At the beginning of the year the membership 
of the Association was 372; this figure has increased 
to 1,115. 

On January Ist, when the Veterinary Record 
was taken over by the Association, there were 
1,760 subscribers. Owing to the altered con- 
ditions the number has fallen to 1,513, but it is 
anticipated that there will be little, if any, further 
decrease. 

It should be noted that the acquisition of a 
professional journal during the period under review 
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was a particularly hazardous undertaking, owing 
to the increased cost of production and the very 
severe business depression. Moreover, in view of 
the considerable alteration in the price of the 
journal and in the procedure of the Association, 
the progress which has been made in an endeavour 
to obtain a representative “ National’? may be 
regarded as very satisfactory. 

All members of the profession who have not yet 
become members of the Association have recently 
been circularised, and if, as is confidently antici- 
pated, a satisfactory response is obtained, the 
position of the Association, financially and numer- 
ically, will be assured. 

At the same time an earnest appeal is made to 
all members of the National—-to endeavour by 
every means at their disposal to provide at least 
one other member. 

Professor Hoppay: Any comments to-morrow 
on it at all ? 

The Presipent: Yes, if you like. 

Professor Hoppay: I was only thinking if there 
was no other place for comment, I would like to 
hear some vote of thanks to the editors for all 
the work they have done. 

The Presipent: You will have an opportunity 
for that to-morrow at the general meeting. 

Mr. MacCormack: Will that mean another in 
Professor Macqueen’s place ? 

The Presipent: As a matter of fact, the 
appointment of the Editorial Committee is in the 
hands of this Council; it is not necessary for it to 
be done at a general meeting. If it is desired to 
elect someone in Professor Macqueen’s place, I 
will be glad to take nominations. 

Mr. A. W. N. PrtteRs: Would it be possible to 
have a man interested in public health matters ? 
I have heard a number of grouses about the Record, 
and I think one of the grouses would be got over if 
we had a man interested in the Contagious Diseases 
of Animals Act, and things like that, who could 
put forward a lot of information. One man 
raised the point that nothing about the Abortion 
Order had yet appeared in the Veterinary Record, 
and that he got all his information from the 
agricultural papers. 

The Presipent: Would you suggest some name ? 

Mr. Pitters: I would suggest Mr. Lloyd. He 
is in elose touch with the administration of con- 
tagious dieases. 

The Prestpent: Mr. Lloyd is proposed as a 
member of the Editorial Committee, in place of 
Professor Macqueen. 

In reply to a question, the President said it did 
not necessarily mean that the member must be 
present. He could send his information to the 
Editor by post. He did not think there had ever 
been an actual meeting. 

The Secretary: Only to decide how we should 
carry on at the very beginning. 

Mr. McCormack: I beg to second Mr. Lloyd’s 
nomination. 


The PrestpENT: I put Mr. Lloyd’s name to the 
meeting. Those in favour. 

He declared the motion carried. 

Mr. Luoyp: It is rather a surprise to me to have 
this honour thrust upon me. I would like to say 
that if I am to undertake the work, I would like 
to be kept in touch by members with anything 
that happens with contagious diseases, prosecutions, 
or anything of that sort. I will certainly do my 
best to keep the thing going. I have a great 
interest in the “ National,” always have had, and 
have attended it for a number of years, and I hope 
everything that we do will be for the benefit of 
the profession. 

The Presipent: Of that we are assured. 


THe TREASURER’S REPORT. 


The TREASURER, PROFESSOR WOOLDRIDGE, 
presented his report. In doing so he said: 
The report can, in the first instance, apply to the 
past financial year, that is to say, up to December 
3ist, 1920. Owing to circumstances with which 
you are more or less well acquainted, there had been 
no professional audit for two or three years, 
although a non-professional audit has been put 
before you year by year. Consequently I am this 
time presenting to the Association a full professional 
audit as from the lst January, 1918, to December 
3lst, 1920. As a result of this, you will be able 
to see that the balance in hand at the end of the 
year was £412 10s. 2d., and that, also, after £100 
has been paid on account of the purchase of the 

Veterinary Record. The purchase of the 
Veterinary Record was to be completed for £500, 
and as Mr. Brown had received waauadl in advance 
for certain numbers of the Record, it was felt that 
the total sum should not be paid over to Mr. Brown, 
but that he should be paid £100 on account; and 
when we found out what he had received on behalf 
of the Record, the balance should be paid in either 
direction. It was estimated that at that time 
Mr. Brown had received about £300. It seems 
that he had received over £400. The result was 
that there was £17 due to the Association from Mr. 
Brown, which had been paid. The whole of the 
purchase money of the Record had, therefore, 
been carried through. So that the balance sheet, 
which would be circulated, and which would be 
handed round, showed the state of the Association 
up to the time of the purchase of the Record, up 
to the moment we began as a business Association, 
and to be the journal of the Association. That, I 
think, is a highly satisfactory state of affairs, 
because it showed we were able to purchase the 
Record and still have money in hand for working 
purposes. However, since then there has been a 
considerable amount of money passed through the 
coffers of the Association, as you are aware, and the 
time is not right for the audit; that will not be 
until the end of the current financial year, Decem- 
ber 30th this year. I may say that with over 1,000 
members of the Association, that means £2,000 or 
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two thousand guineas in subscriptions received for 
the current year. There also has been a con- 
siderable amount of money received during the 
year for the sale of Records to members of the 
profession and others not members of the Associ- 
ation, and in those instances the full charge of a 
shilling a copy has been made, whereas members 
of the Association get it included in the total 
subscription of 42s. Od. The additional income 
obtained from advertisements up to the present 
will amount to between £500 and £600, probably 
more ; that is a low estimate. The cost of the 
production of the Record is a very considerable 
one. During the earlier months of the issue the 
monthly accounts were as much as £350, and we 
found we could not possibly go on at that rate. 
It was obvious we should want not less than 
£4,000 to pay for it. Consequently the Record 
had to be curtailed a little, as you will probably 
have observed. That unfortunate curtailment, 
which coincided with the retirement of the first 
joint editor with Mr. Buxton, had nothing whatever 
to do with the retirement. The curtailment was 
due entirely to the action of the Finance Committee, 
on the advice of the Council, that the cost must 
be cut down, otherwise we should have found 
ourselves in the bankruptcy court. Hence I ask 
you to realise, even if you have observed a falling 
off in the size of the Record, that is the reason for 
it—the enormous cost of production, the high 
rate of wages of printers and compositors, the 
double cost of postage, and so on, and also the 
establishment charges. We ask you to bear that 
in mind in any criticism in regard to the size of 
the Record at the present time. At the same time, 
the balance in the bank is £980, and against that 
I have bills outstanding.for about £350, which 
leaves a balance in hand of over £600. That will 
carry us on for about three months. In the mean- 
time there are a number of people who have been 
receiving the Record who will be joining up as full 
members, and we anticipate quite a reasonable 
income from that source, and quite expect at the 
end of the year we shall find ourselves solvent and 
on the right side. The first year’s working is 
an expensive one. If we can only keep on the 
right side for the first year, it is very evident we 
shall be very much more free from anxiety for the 
coming years. It has been a great cause of anxiety 
to me. Perhaps the President can bear me out in 
that respect. He has frequently come behind 
me and said, “ There is nothing to be pessimistic 
about; you must be an optimist.” There is a 
distinct ray of light. It will be really successful 
at the end of the year if the members of the 
Association will do their little bit in impressing 
upon other members of the profession who are not 
members of the “ National ”’ that it is their bounden 
duty to join. In that way, I think, the thing will 
come out really well. They might be met with the 
question ‘‘ What is the good of the ‘ National’ ? 
Does it do this, that or the other?” It never 


would do either unless they paid up their sub- 
scriptions. They did not realise that. I submit 
to you the balance sheet up to the end of last year, 
which shows a balance in hand of £412, and that 
includes the purchase money of the Record. 

The PrestpEnT: I think at the present moment 
I have not lived in vain, because we have got the 
Treasurer making a statement that is optimistic. 
I have never had any doubt in my own mind as to 
what the ultimate outcome of the finances would be. 
I do assure you I have felt distressed on behalf of 
Professor Wooldridge, because of the extremely 
anxious time he has had. Though I have treated 
lightly, somewhat flippantly, the attitude he has 
taken, nevertheless I have felt a most considerable 
degree of anxiety, and having fully recognised the 
state of mind in which the Treasurer must have 
been during the critical period, which is during 
the last few months. Fortunately, we passed it, 
and that ray of light to which reference has been 
made, I am quite sure is the first ray of the aurora. 
I think he will manage to drive his chariot through 
the sky. We do not want to see it yet. I think 
it is with great gratification and pleasure you agree 
to send this balance sheet to the general meeting. 
If it is not quite up-to-date, it is as up-to-date as 
can be. 

Mr. Lloyd moved and Mr. Gooch seconded a 
resolution to this effect, which was carried. 


THE NOMINATION OF OFFICERS. 


The Prestpent: We can proceed with the 
nomination of officers to transmit to the general 
meeting to-morrow. We will take them in order, 
beginning with the President. 

Mr. Huaures: May we ask where the meeting 
is likely to be held next year? That will help. 

The Prestpent: We have broken away toa 
certain extent from the more or less local aspect 
of the situation, and got it much more truly a 
national affair, and we felt that we ought to have 
a President from anywhere, irrespective of the 
place of meeting. Of course, that does not say, 
if you like, we could tryeand decide the place of 
meeting first and then elect our President. The 
feeling has been that we should elect our President 
from the whole Association, irrespective of where 
the meeting is going to take place. 

Col. Mason: I think it is a very good idea if we 
could have an idea where we are going to meet 
next. 

The Prestpent: If that is the general wish, we 
can now, before we go any further, determine 
where we recommend the next meeting to be 
held. 

Mr. Huaues: May I ask for some information ? 
We resolved some years ago that we discontinue to 
receive local hospitality, not to make ourselves a 
burden on the local societies. I think that is 
pretty well understood. I have had the pleasure 
of doing my bit, but I think after some meetings 
it was felt that this gave a great burden upon the 


| 
| 
| 


VETERINARY 


local practitioner, especially the country prac- 
titioner. Are we going to accept an invitation 
from any Society, or are we going to follow on the 
practice of this year ? 

The Presipent: It was pretty well decided 
that in future we would not accept invitations, 
and we certainly would not batten upon the local 
practitioner. It has been a burden in the past, 
and if the Association grows, as it promises to, it 
will grow to an excessive burden. I simply ask 
you to notice the membership which, in twelve 
months, has risen from 372 to 1,115. That is 
going to impose an enormous, insupportable, 
burden on local practitioners if invitations are to 
be accepted. I think we should entirely break 
away both from invitations and acceptances of 
hospitality from the local practitioners, and we 
should make it a rule so that there will be no 
invidious distinctions. We do not want to prevent 


any society saying, ““ We would very much like to 


see you down in our part of the world.” Far be it 
from us to say that is not desirable ; it is desirable, 
but, at the same time, we should not feel we are 
pledged to accept the invitation. We certainly 
must not accept any hospitality from the prac- 
titioners. 

Col. BritTLeEBANK: I understand if we have 
invitations of any sort, we could easily make it 
clear to the people who ask us it must not entail 
any hospitality on their side, but it displays a 
considerable amount of kindness. There is a great 
deal of work to be done by the Provisional Com- 
mittee. 

The PresipenT: | have been waiting for this 
point. Now I am going to ask the Secretary to read 
correspondence un the matter. 

The Secretary: These letters were read at the 
last meeting of the Council. 

Dear Sir,—-I have much pleasure in offering 
a cordial invitation to the National Veterinary 
Medical Association of Great Britain and Ireland, 
on behalf of the Royal Counties V.M.A., Southern 
Counties V.S., Western Counties V.M.A., and 
Mid-West and South Wales V.A., to hold their 
Annual General Meeting of 1922 in the city Ps 
Bath. 

= city of Bath is :— 

Centrally situated. 

2 Has splendid railway services from all parts. 

3. Being a winter resort, has ample hotel 
accommodation in the summer. 

4. There are many places of great natural 
beauty and interest within easy reach of 
the city, to which visits could be arranged, 
and also in the city itself. 

Should the invitation be accepted, you can rest 
assured that all concerned will do all in their power 
to make the meeting a memorable one.-—- Yours 
very truly, J. J. Aveston, Hon. Sec. 


My Dear Mr. Secretary,—I regret I shall be 
unable to attend the “ National” meeting on 
Wednesday next. I should like, however, to say 
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on behalf of the M.W. and 8.W.V.A. that should 
the “ National ” decide to come West next year, 
it will receive a most hearty welcome from us. 

Bath, with all its historical associations, central 
position and unique hotel accommodation, lends 
itself peculiarly for the Association headquarters. 

The surrounding country is also attractive, and 
it is just possible the Duke of Beaufort and the 
Marquess of Bath might come forward as hosts. 
A friend of mine, a very generous man, well- 
endowed with this world’s goods, might show us 
hospitality too. Again, there is the exquisite 
Cathedral of Wells, the historical Glastonbury 
Abbey, Abbots’ Kitchen, etc., etc., not to speak of 
the rich vale between the Mendips, in which are 
located the Cheddar Gorge and Caves on the one 
hand, and the Quantocks, the home of the wild 
red deer, on the other, and between which is the 
battlefield of Sedgmoor, the scene of the Monmouth 
rebellion. Linking up this route you would pass 
through Bridgwater, when it would give my wife 
and myself great pleasure to entertain the members 
to tea. I only just give you this sketch to show 
you something of the natural possibilities we 
possess to make the visit a success.---Yours sin- 
cerely, W. M. Scorr. 

The Secretary: | may tell you that a week or 
two ago, at Folkestone, I met Mr. Scott and repre- 
sentatives of the other Associations, with the 
exception of the Western Counties, and I told them 
distinctly that the Council of the “ National” 
had decided that in future they were going to 
paddle their own canoe. They would be delighted 
to go to the district they were asked to, when 
practicable, but when they got there, to entertain 
themselves. On that understanding, two of the 
societies have asked us to go into their district. 
I know for a fact two would not have been in a 
position to do very much in the way of entertaining, 
though they are keen for us to go. It was on that 
understanding that they joined in with this 
invitation. 

Col. BritrLeBANK: I beg to move that the 
next annual meeting be held at Bath. 

Mr. Mason: I beg to second. I know they 
are very keen for us to go there. 

The PresipENT: It is proposed and seconded 
that we recommend that the next annual meeting 
be held at Bath. Any other suggestion as to the 
place of meeting. If not, I take it we agree on that 
recommendation. 

Agreed. 

The Prestpent: Having settled that recom- 
mendation, we can proceed with the nomination 
of officers. The first to suggest is of President. 

Col. BritrLeBANK: In the interests of this 
Association I suggest that Dr. Bradley be again 
asked to be President. I feel sure it is essential 
we should retain Dr. Bradley for another twelve 
months. I hope he will not get up and make any 
objections to this proposal. He has the interests 
of the Association very much at heart. 
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The Secretary: I should like, if I may, to 
second Col. Brittlebank’s proposal. Nobody knows 
more than I do the necessity for a helpful president. 
It’s all very fine for the members of the Association 
to see my name here, there and everywhere, but 
this Association is not a one-man show, it depends 
entirely upon the sturdy energy of a number of 
men. If you decide this year to change your 
president, it will make the position extremely 
difficult for me, because not only should I probably 
be unable to get the help of somebody who knows 
the Association from end to end, but also I should 
probably be called upon to put him wise to the 
various points at issue. From the business as 
well as the personal point of view, I would very 
much like to second Col. Brittlebank’s proposi- 
tion. (Applause.) 

The PrestpENT: At a time like this one always 
says it is unexpected. I think you will believe me 
when I say it is absolutely unexpected. I have 
had the office of President from almost prehistoric 
times, for a good many years, and anyone may 
feel quite at liberty in nominating somebody else. 
At the same time, if it is the wish and the desire of 
the Council and the Association—-it must be the 
desire of the Association—I am your servant. 
(Applause.) But I do want it to be certain that it 
is the wish of the Association ; first the wish of the 
Council, and secondly, the wish of the Association 
as a whole. I am prepared as chairman here to 
receive further nominations for the post. 

Col. BrirrtLEBANK: Failing any other nomina- 
tion, as the mover I have great pleasure indeed 
in putting it to the Council, that Dr. Bradley be 
recommended by this Council as President for the 
ensuing twelve months. (Applafise.) 

The motion having been seconded and carried, 

The Presipent: | thank you for your nomina- 
tion. We shall see what the Association says 
to-morrow. 

The Presipent: The next is the vice-presidents, 
to the number of four. We had better know the 
names of the vice-presidents still holding office. 

The Secretary read the names as follows :— 
Sir Stewart Stockman, Mr. William Augustus 
Taylor, Mr. Andrew Watson, and Mr. Arthur 
Gofton. 

Mr. MacCormick : 
accepted en bloc. 


I beg to propose they be 


The Presipenr: I put it to the meeting. We 
recommend these four be re-elected. Is that 
agreed ? . 

Agreed. 


The Presipent: I am going to suggest that we 
recommend the re-election of the Treasurer, 
Professor Wooldridge. 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE : 
tender my resignation. 
Treasurer of the Association for twelve or thirteen 
years, and during that time there was a time of 
extreme difficulty when I had to endeavour to 
work in with it, so far as I could, the work of the 


I seriously wish to 


I have had the office of | 
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secretaryship. I feel 1 am about getting to the 
end of my tether, and I think it is quite a good 
time to have a change in the treasurership. Unfor- 
tunately. I was unable to be present last year, 
otherwise a change might have been made then. 
In justice to myself, 1 feel it would be better if you 
elect a new treasurer this year. 


Col. Mason: I suggest Professor Wooldridge 
also retain office for one more year in the circum- 
stances and the conditions in which the Association 
is progressing. I think he himself must know and 
grasp my meaning when I ask him seriously to 
reconsider, and to carry on certainly for one other 
year, because he has got everything at his finger 
ends now, and it would be a great help to you, 
Mr. President, and to the Secretary, by his con- 
tinuing in office for another year. 

Professor WootpripGe: That is the view I 
certainly held last year. I think the change has 
been pretty effectually made now. One thing that 
drives me to feel this way is, unfortunately, it is 
a personal matter in many respects. When I 
have been called upon to ask people for arrears of 
subscriptions, it has recoiled upon me personally, 
and I have been sub‘ected to some abuse. (Laughter. ) 
I can stand a certain amount, but there is a limit 
to the forbearance of even the proverbial worm. 
I am driven to it as a matter of self-preservation. 

The PresipeENnt: If abuse is all, I do not think 
that need stand in the way. The Secretary and 
myself have received no end of abuse during the 
last twelve months. We feel case-hardened. 

Col. BrirrLeEBANK: Any expression of ill-will 
might really have disclosed expressions of the 
goodwill they have for Professor Wooldridge. 

The Prestpent: I am quite sure Professor 
Wooldridge is not able to nominate a better man. 
(Hear, hear.) I am going to put it to the meeting. 
I think Professor Wooldridge will really see how 
very desirable it is in the interests of the Associa- 
tion that he should carry on for this one more 
year. (Applause.) I am going to put it to the 
meeting that we send his name forward to the 
General Meeting. Are we*all agreed ? 

The motion was carried with applause. 

The PrestpEnt: In respect of the General 
Secretary, I should like to make a_ proposition 
myself, that is, that here once more we do not 
change. (Applause.) We do not want to change 
whatever secretary we have, provided that he is in 


every way efficient, much less do we want to 
change when we have Mr. Buxton as_ general 


I do not know that anybody except 
the executive officers know one fraction of the 
work that has fallen to the lot of Mr. Buxton 
during the last twelve months, and I myself would 
very much regret, and I am sure the Association 
would suffer, if there was a change in the general 
secretaryship. So I am going to suggest to you 
that we put forward Mr. Buxton’s name as general 
secretary and editor. 


secretary. 
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Professor Woo.pripGe: May I second that, 
because in no circumstances whatever would I 
stand for nomination to-morrow unless Mr. Buxton 
was in office. The work of the treasurer during 
the last year has been less than in previous years, 
due to Mr. Buxton and his helpers. 

Mr. MacCormick : I beg to support. 

The motion was carried. 

The PresipENT: During the past few months 
we have had an assistant secretary in Mr. De Vine, 
and I am quite sure it would be your wish that 
we should put his name forward to the general 
meeting. (Aye.) He has done a lot of work, in 
connection more with the business side of the 
Record. We shall put forward the name of 
Mr. De Vine as assistant secretary. 

Mr. Mason seconded, and this was agreed. 

The PrestpENT: Strictly speaking, we do not 
appoint a Council. It is a representative body, 
the president and secretary of each division, and 
one more member for every twenty-five members. 
Strictly speaking, the election of the Council is 
not in our hands, and we shall pass that. I pro- 
pose that Professor Macqueen and a professional 
auditor, Mr. Douglas Wykes, of Messrs. Fairburn, 
Wingfield and Wykes, be nominated as auditors. 

This was agreed. 

The PresipENtT: On the agenda paper there 
is rather a redundancy—the Provisional Committee, 
which is not elected at this moment. It will be 
the business of the Council at some future date, 
so that we can strike that out. 


CLEAN Soctety’s RESOLUTION. 


The PrestpEnt: We have a resolution sent to 
us by the Clean Milk Society. 

The Secretary: I was instructed to make 
further inquiries from the Society on one or two 
points, and perhaps it would be as well if I read 
the points over again. No. 1 is really in the form 
of a preamble. 

The second suggested that the Government 
should provide tuberculin for farmers to use them- 
selves. Mr. Buckley agreed that the wording of 
that was very lax. What was meant was that the 
cost of this should be borne by the Local Authority, 
provided the farmer would agree to certain con- 
ditions, that is to say, endeavour to produce clean 
milk for human consumption. 

The PrestpENT: Perhaps I had better read them 
again, and take each one by itself. The first 
resolution is:—‘‘ Greater care should be taken 
in the elimination from dairy farms of animals 
that may be a source of danger to the public 
through the milk supply.” It is not absolutely 
clear. I quite realise it could be a reflection. 

Mr. MacCormick: As the representative of the 
society that forwarded the resolutions. At our 
last meeting we agreed to acknowledge the first 


two resolutions, but we could not agree upon the 


third. 


The PrestpEnT: I fancy, so far as the spirit is 
concerned, we could agree with number one. 
Though the wording is ambiguous; it has a double 
meaning if you look right into it. Resolution 
number two is on a different footing; we should 
have to consider it closely. It is, “‘ That veterin- 
ary surgeons, duly appointed by the local authority, 
should have the power to enter the premises of any 
person producing milk for the purpose of examining 
any cattle in the herd, and reporting on the health 
of any cattle in the herd.”” The Council before 
was not against this. 

The Secretary: On the whole they were not 
against this. 

Mr. Goocn: “ Producing milk for public sale.” 
You would not allow them on a farm that was not 
producing milk for public sale. 

Mr. Samson: Is it in regard to reports on the 
general health of the cattle, or simply referring to 
tuberculosis which may be in existence in the 
carcass ? 

The PresipENnt: Here again is where ambiguity 
creeps in. I suppose we have no reason to doubt 
that all this is directed against tuberculosis. I do 
not think there is any reason to doubt that, seeing 
it comes from the Clean Milk Society. Even in 
the first resolution they have not specifically 
mentioned tuberculosis, and here again they have 
not mentioned tuberculosis. 

The Secretary: I am informed they do not 
wish it to refer only to tuberculosis. 

Mr. H. Beaa: It seems to me that veterinary 
surgeons appointed by local authorities should 
have power to enter. I venture to say that local 
authorities have Power to make these appoint- 
ments. 

Col. BrirtLEBANK: Where the Dairies, Cow- 
sheds and Milk Shops Order has been adopted it 
is permissive. I object to the whole thing. 

The Prestpent: I feel that this series of 
resolutions was published very largely to support 
Dr. Addison in securing the passage of the Milk 
and Dairies (Consolidated) Bill, or else one of the 
Amending Bills which has been dropped. We 
have seen these resolutions in a good many shapes, 
and I have been persuaded that that was their 
main object, in securing a sufficient amount of 
support in getting that Bill passed. That Bill 
contained certain divisions; some of them were 
particularly contentions, and some of them were 
admirable ; but those of us who have had practical 
experience of a good deal of this legislation—I 
speak entirely for myself, but I feel sure other 
people will support me—know that a great deal 
of the legislation proposed was so cumbrous as to 
be entirely useless. From that point of view I 
would particularly urge this Council to be par- 
ticularly careful to what it lends its support. I 
would prefer them to be originators of suggestions, 
rather than to follow in the lines of something to 
which we cannot altogether subscribe. I take it 
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we want the guidance of the members of the Coun- 
cil who are concerned in public health work. 

Mr. Lioyp: I am rising to support the resolu- 
tion for this reason. Whole-time veterinary 
inspectors appointed to work the Milk and Dairies 
Order in different towns have to have the written 
authority of the Medical Officer of Health in their 
borough to examine cows as to tuberculosis in the 
animal. It is quite true where the Dairies, Cow- 
sheds and Milk Shops Order has been put into 
force, there is a certain amount of power. Secing 
that tuberculosis is not a scheduled disease under 
the Contagious Diseases of Animals Act, veterinary 
surgeons appointed by the local authorities have 
no power to enter a cowshed and examine cows, 
under the local orders dealing with milk, and have 
to get written authority from the Medical Officers 
of Health to go there. I think we, as veterinary 
inspectors appointed by the local authorities, 
should have power to go there without having to 
go to the Medical Officer of Health for a written 
authority. 

Mr. Bece: I am wholly with Mr. Lloyd when he 
says we ought to get this for ourselves and not 
under the egis of the Medical Officer of Health; 
but I think he is a little wrong when he says the 
veterinary inspector has no power to enter because 
it is not scheduled under the Contagious Diseases 
Act. The Medical Officer of Health acts as the 
superior department, and the veterinary surgeon 
acts as his assistant in doing the work of veterinary 
inspection. I think even the wording of the 
proposal before us does not state the case, even 
suppose it happens to set out the position of the 
veterinary surgeon appointed for the work. The 
resolution says “veterinary surgeon appointed 
by the local authority shall have power to enter 
premises of any person producing milk for the 
purpose . . .” 

I submit we have power under the Dairies, Milk 
Shops and Cowsheds Order as assistants of the 
Medical Officer of Health. That resolution does 
not make it certain under the Acts prevailing just 
now that we should still not have to go under the 
Medical Officer of Health. 

Mr. A. W. N. Pititers: Under the Dairy and 
Milkshops Order you have no power to take 
samples. I would support anything that we 
could go in and take samples. 

Mr. Davis: For a good many years I have been 
under a local authority, and I have never had any 
difficulty in getting into a byre, whether legally 
or illegally. I have no opposition given by farmers, 
not only in my own district but in the districts 
round about. There are three or four who inspect 
cows for the local authorities, and we have always 
had a right of entry. 

Mr. PrtteERs: You have no powers. 

Mr. Davis: It is done, and we report every 
three months. 

Mr. Beaa: I carry with me the written permit 
from the Medical Officer of Health, 


Mr. Mason: Would it help if we accepted the 
resolutions in the spirit ? 

Col. BrirTLEBANK: My reasons for objecting 
to this series of resolutions are based upon some- 
what wider grounds. I take it we are here to 
consider these resolutions as they affect the pro- 
fession. We know our own difficulties. There 
is nothing in a single one of these resolutions which 
relieves us from contact or control by the Medical 
Officer of Health. If we wish to take any definite 
line, our line should be original. I beg to suggest 
that we should be prepared to back our own 
opinion, and not be content to follow in the lead 
of some nebulous body such as has drawn up these 
resolutions. If you like to pass a resolution and 
ask this society to accept it to the effect that the 
veterinary inspectors shall be relieved of all control 
by the Medical Officer of Health, well and good; 
but I consider there is not a single clause in their 
resolutions which protect the veterinary inspector 
in any way from the control of the Medical Officer 
of Health. I am just as keen as Mr. Lloyd or 
anybody else to be free from control from the | 
Medical Officer of Health, and I am perfectly 
certain that if we ask for approval of these clauses 
because they affect one or two whole-time veterin- 
ary surgeons, then I think we are selfish. We 
must meet the bigger issue of how are these things 
going to affect the whole of the profession. The 
contention I hold to-day is that the whole thing 
is ridiculous. Until the whole profession is 
occupied in this national work, no work of any 
value will be done. I think we ought to take a 
definite stand on it. 

Professor WootpRriIpGe: May I ask if we are 
not getting a little bit wide of the point that has 
been brought before us by this Society? It 
seems to me that the main issue is to endeavour to 
provide a purer and cleaner milk for the popula- 
tion as a whole, and secondly to get, or suggest 
a further use of the veterinary profession in an 
attempt to gain that end, and that being the case 
I think we ought to support it rather than other- 
wise. Those two points appear to me to be beyond 
dispute as first principles. It appears to me 
those are the two points mainly brought before 
us. It is suggested that local authorities as a 
whole might have power to appoint veterinary 
surgeons to carry out this work. .That would 
increase the work of the profession I think there 
is really nothing against us accepting those first 
two sections. 

The Presipent: You have heard expressions 
of opinion from those particularly concerned with 
public health work. It has occurred to me, in 
listening to the views of the two sides on the matter, 
that this is a matter upon which we ourselves 
might originate a resolution. I am cordially at 
one with Col. Brittlebank in that respect. I am 
sure I am never one of those who like to follow a 
lead, one always likes to make the lead if possible. 
I wonder if it would meet with your approval if 
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we appoint a small committee, which might manage 
to get in a meeting some time during the next two 
days, to frame a resolution, or resolutions as the 
case may be. I throw that out as a suggestion. We 
could put on that committee people who really 
know how the thing ought to be worked and 
representatives of the part-time inspectors as well. 
What do you think of that ? 

Mr. Wynne Wititams: I am very glad to hear 
you suggesting that. I propose we appoint a 
committee. 

Col. Mason: That is really what IT meant. I 
second, 

Mr. Davis: I think we should not raise any 
opposition to it. 

The Prestpent: It has been proposed and 
seconded that this matter be left in the bands of a 
small committee now to be appointed. Does that 
meet with the views of the Council ? 

Agreed. 

The following committee was appointed. Col. 
Brittlebank, Messrs. Trevor Williams, Davis, Lloyd, 
Begg and Stableforth. with the President and 
Secretary ex-officio, 

The Prestpent: I regret very much that num- 
ber 8, “To receive report of the Salaries Com- 
mittee,”’ will have to be struck off the agenda. 
Exactly whose fault it is I am not prepared to say. 
It seems that two of us sat in solitary grandeur 
in room 12a, and three of us sat in equally solitary 


. grandeur in room number 8. Nobody downstairs 


knew where those two rooms were, and as a con- 
sequence the intelligence of the hotel officials was 
not sufficiently great to put two and two together 
and find out in their own minds where the whole 
of the committee was to meet. Though inquiries 
were made, quite lurid in both rooms, the result 
is the committee did not meet, much to one’s 
regret. Now room 12a blame room 8, and room 
8. in the majority, equally blame room 12a 
(Laughter. ) 


PROMOTING PUBLICTTY. 


Mr. Pruiers : Under the heading of ‘‘ Any other 
business,”’ there are two suggestions I would like 
to make. I would like to suggest that the prd- 
gramme of the ordinary vear’s work be sent to the 
Provisional Secretary. I think it would save a 
tremendous amount of work if a programme of the 
requirements of an ordinary ‘‘ National ’’ meeting 
were sent, the papers required, the demonstrations, 
exhibits and so on, what he is to charge for the 
dinner, if we are to have a dinner, the menu and 
everything. The other suggestion I want to bring 
forward is whether or not it would be possible for 
us to appoint a Pathologist and a Botanist to help 
us, not a man who would receive letters and not 
send them back. I have spoken to several mem- 
bers of the Council, and two or three of them said 
they were going to bring the matter up. 

The Prestpent: The first suggestion is a very 
good one for the Provisional Committee as a whole, 


August 27, 1921 
and the local secretary in particular. The second 
suggestion is open for ventilation if anvone would 
like to ventilate it. 

Mr. Prtiers : I would even suggest now that the 
Provisional Committee have a meeting as soon as 
this is over and decide what papers are wanted 
and to say who is to read them. At the present 
moment one is hearing all kinds of theories about 
papers that have not arrived, and letters from 
those who were to open discussions not turning 
up. We might even give them a lead in regard to 
the papers that are wanted. Unless we know 
certain things are wanted we cannot get them. In 
my own mind, it would give a man time, and | 
think we would be likely to get something more 
original, and get something worth talking about, 
and get it in good time too. 

Professor WooLpRIDGE : You would suggest the 
titles of the papers ‘ 

Mr. Pitters: To give them a lead in al kinds 
of things. 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE : It is one of the duties 
of the Provisional Committee to decide what 
papers shall be read. Before the war the custom 
was for the Provisional Committee to meet very 
soon after the annual meeting and the papers 
that were to be read and discussed were decided 
upon, and then the invitations were sent out to 
different members to read the papers on those 
subjects. Generally that was fixed up by Christ- 
mas, so that the people reading the papers had 
at least six or seven months to prepare them. 
This year it was quite impossible to do that. 

Professor Hoppay: A suggestion of several 
members of the Association is that we should have 
a popular lecture one evening, to which farmers in 
the district could be invited ; of course, suited to 
the district in which we were meeting. In a 
dairying district like this, perhaps someone 
could give a popular or semi-popular lecture, on 
the milk question, if you like, or such diseases as 
tuberculosis or abortion. It would be excellent 
propaganda for our profession. It would show, too 
that we are alive as a profession, and show what 
we are doing. The general public is not by any 
means educated to the valuable branch of the 
work that our profession is doing as the bulwark 
in protection work in the diseases of man, which 
cannot come to man except through animals. I 
throw it forward as a suggestion put forward by 
many members of the Association. 

Mr. Brea: This resolution is quite a new 
departure to what has obtained hitherto. I have 
pleasure in supporting the new resolution to have a 
popular lecture at the beginning of the meeting 
each year. There is no doubt if you got the correct 
man, and got him to give a paper of topical interest, 
we should make our light shine in a way it has never 
done before. The public often tell us ‘“ We use 
patent medicines. We do not think you know 
these things because you have never told us.” 


(Laughter). 
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Professor Hoppay: I suggest that someone is 
officially appointed to examine and report upon 
specimens. [f a certain fee is charged for specimens 
sent out to practitioners, we are only too anxious 
to pay. We are diffident about continually 
sending things to friends and those able to give us 
reliable information, for nothing. We can get 
fees from our clients for this information, and a 
portion of that fee can go to the man who gives the 
information and a portion to the “ National.” 
It would help monetarily. It would be a continual 
source of income to the “ National,’’ and at the 
same time it would be a gratification to the gentle- 
man appointed from the National Society I 
am sure he would willingly hand over a proportion 
of the fee to the ‘ Natienal.”” He would be 
helping the ‘‘ National,”’ but at the same time the 
practitioner would feel under no obligation to him 
for what was done. 

Col. BrirrLeBank : I am delighted to move that 
this matter be referred to the branches for urgent 
deliberation. I feel if we can do anything to build 
up the branches, Northern, Southern, Scottish and 
Trish, it should be done, and that if these appoint- 
ments are to be made, they should be original 
appointments, they should be extraordinarily 
helpful. 

The PrestpENtT: There is no question in my 
mind, the branches have got to be stimulated and 
must do their duty. I think it must be telepathy 
for the same thing has passed through my mind 
as Col. Brittlebank’s. Here is a perfectly good 
chance of giving the branches something to do. 
T should support that the branches have this put 
before them. I do not know whether that would 
meet with your appraval. 

Mr. PILLERs: Yes. 

Mr. Lloyd seconded and the resolution was 
carried. 

The PrestpEent: Is there any further business ? 

Mr. Wynne Luoyp: On the question of the 
Animals’ (Anesthetic) Act, I think it is advisable 
that this Association should bring some pressure 
to bear on the Board of Agriculture to get them to 
carry out the provisions of the Orders. As the 
Order stands now, I am afraid it is in danger of 
becoming a dead letter. We want to be sure that 
the provisions of the Act are carried out in th 
manner intended. 

The PrestpENT: Would you move a resolution 
on the statement that has been made that the 
Animals’ (Anesthetic) Act is not observed in 
certain districts, and you consider the Ministry of 
Agriculture should endeavour to obtain this observ- 
ance, and bring it up in the general meeting ? 

Mr. Wynne Lioyp: Yes. 

Mr. Trevor Wituiams: In reference to the 
Record, since it had become the property of the 
National, it is considerably more impractical 
than it was before. There is hardly anything of 
interest to the country practitioner now. 
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The PRESIDENT: Does the country practitioner 
contribute ; does he send articles ? 

Mr. Wiittams : They used to contribute before it 
became the property of the ‘ National.” You 
don’t get the original articles of interest in it now. 

The PRestpENT: That’s a very difficult point. 

This concluded the business of the Couneil 
Meeting. 


The General Meeting. 


The General Meeting of the National Veterinary 
Medical Association was held at the Assembly 
Room, Town Hall, Chester, on Wednesday and 
Thursday, July 27th and 28th, 1921. 

The President, Dr. O. Charnock Bradley was in 
the chair, and there were present :—Messrs. James 
Storrar (Chester), J. lL. Gooch (Stamford), H. A. 
MacCormack (London), Hy. Sumner (Liverpool), 
W. W. Lang (Brigg), O. Trevor Williams (Anglesey), 
J. Wright Conchie (Kidderminster), Frederick 
Hobday (London), L. W. Wynn Lloyd (Carnarvon), 
W. Jackson Young (London), H. Caulton Reeks 
(Spalding), J. Matthews (Anglesey), R. Jones 
(Towyn), G. M. Mitchell (Sunderland), 8. H. 
Hobson (Leicester), J. R. Barker (Hereford), S. 
K. Sampson (Sheffield), James Lindsay (Dumfries), 
A. Edgar (Whithorn), N. H. MacAlister (Kirk- 
cudbright), R. Hudson (Retford), John Brown 
(Invergordon), Lt.-Col. J. W. Brittlebank (Man- 
chester), Messrs. Charles Roberts (Tunbridge Wells), 
H Tudor Hughes (Oswestry), H.. Locke (Man- 
chester), G. Howie (Aberdeen), J. Laird (Kilmar- 
nock), A. M. Munro (Birkenhead), Thos. Dobie 
(Birkenhead), T. Wilson (Nantwich), H. O. Richard 
(Corwen), A. Renfrew (Broadway), J. 8S. Lloyd 
(Sheffield), M. Robinson (Barnsley), Major J. 
Abson (Sheffield), Messrs. W. P. Stableforth 
(Honiton), F. S. Harvey (St. Columb), Col. A. W. 
Mason (Leeds), Mr. J. W. Rider (Beamish), Major 
G. Rees-Mogg (London), Messrs. J. F. Healy 
(Midleton), Hugh Begg (Hamilton), W. E. Ison 
(Atherstone), Professor J. F. Craig (Dublin), 
Messrs. G. H. Locke (Manchester), T. C. Fletcher 
(Sheffield), E. H. Stent (Manchester), Chas. Black- 
hurst (Preston), E. F. Wood (Hooton), W. Collin- 
son (Sheffield), G. H. Livesey (Hove), Henry Gray 
(Kensington), J. Pollard (Halifax), W. R. Davis 
(Enfield), Professor J. T. Share-Jones (Liverpool), 
Messrs. T. Eaton Jones (Liverpool); J. J. Kelly 
(Dablin). J. F. Dixon ‘Manchester), Tedbar Hopkin 
(Manchester), E. H. Curbishley (Alderley Edge), 
J. Bate (Warrington), J. H. Lomas (Wilmslow), 
A. Bate (Ellesmere), C. W. Loy (Warrington), 
H. Bibbey (Winsford), E. Sayer (Newport, Mon.), 
H. O. Richard (Corwen), H. H. Aldred (Chester), 
W. Kendrick (Wrexham), E. Greenway (Frodsham), 
J. K. Calderwood (Clitheroe), J. G. Hoban (Whit- 
church), A. B. Forsyth (Cannock), W. F. Aston 
(Ludlow), Major T. H. Hobson (Leicester), Messrs. 
J. R. Jones (Llanwrst), H. C. Harrison (Bowdon), 
J. Cane (Wrexham), 8. H. Slocock (Hounslow), 
Professor J. T. Edwards (London), Professor G. 
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H. Wooldridge, Treasurer (London), Messrs. J. 
Basil Buxton, General Secretary (London), 
F. G. Edwards, Local Secretary (Chester). 

Visitors.—Dr. B. F. Kaupp (North Carolina 
State Agricultural College), Messrs. F. H. Leech, 
T. M. Parker. 

Ladies.—Mtrs. Bailey, Mrs. Buxton, Mrs. Wool- 
dridge, Mrs. Brittlebank. 

The Presipent: There are the minutes of two 
General Meetings to be approved, one belonging 
to the Edinburgh Meeting, 1920, and the Second 
belonging to the London Meeting, held on June 
29th. Both these minutes have been printed and 
presumably read by all of you. I ask is it your 
wish that I sign them as correct records ? 

Agreed. 

The Presipent: We have a certain amount of 
correspondence, I will ask the Secretary to read it. 

The Secretary: I have received the following 
apologies for absence :—Messrs. B. De Vine. A. 
Gofton, J. R. McCall, P. J. Simpson, A. Munro, 
J. Willett, G. P. Male, J. Clarkson, J. Coleman, 
F. Willett, Sir Stewart Stockman, Major-General 
Sir John Moore, Messrs. W. Woods, W. J. Mulvey, 
J. McIntosh, J. H. Wright, H. P. Hogben, and 
Price. 

The Secretary: I have received a letter from 
Mr. John Cameron. The gist of it is that a 
resolution should be passed by this Association to 
the effect that pressure should be brought to bear 
upon the Ministry of Agriculture to ensure that 
certain outbreaks of foot-and-mouth disease should 
be dealt with by the local authorities, and that they 
shall not be interfered with by any neighbouring 
authority. That I think, is really the gist of the 
letter. 

The Prestpent: That is the whole of the 
correspondence, except such as happens to crop up 
under other headings. I do not think any dis- 
cussion need arise on the correspondence. 


THe SecretTARY’s REPORT. 


The PresipeNtT: We are now. to have a report 
by the Secretary, which is printed, and, I think, 
has been supplied to each of you. I am not going 
to ask the secretary to read this, but if there are 
any points upon which members are not clear, {t 
is to be hoped they will ask for information. The 
report is a record of fact, without, I think, any 
padding or elaboration of any sort. There are 
two points to which, personally, I should like to 
direct attention,as being matters for congratulation. 
Both are on the last page, under the heading of 
“Membership,” the first paragraph showing how 
the membership has grown during the year from 
372 to 1,115. (Applause). At the same time, 
one wishes to see that the last figure, is not, we hope, 
the last figure, but that it is going to be very much 
more in the next twelve months. In connection 
with the Record, some, possibly might be dis- 
appointed that the number of subscribers has fallen 
from 1,760 to 1,513. As a matter of fact, it is 
highly gratifying that it has not fallen a great deal 


more. It was taken over with the anticipation 
that the number would fall initially, and that we 
should have to work up again. It is, I repeat, 
a matter for considerable gratification that we 
have so small a reduction in the number of sub- 
seribers to the journal. The secretary would 
perhaps like to amplify the third paragraph of 
the same section. 

The Secretary: I would like to point out in 
connection with the third paragraph of the clause, 
that the success of the journal depends entirely 
upon the amount of support we get from the 
members of the Association, not only in so far as 
financial support is concerned, but also in supplying 
clinical material. It is easy enough to lift articles 
out of other journals, but if our journal is going to 
have a popular circulation, and-I hope it will, it 
is most essential that the Editorial Committee 
should have the help of practising members. As 
you know there is a publication committee formed 
and in existence, and I believe, working. This 
committee consists of a representative of each 
division, and in the majority of cases that represent- 
ative is the secretary. Whenever I come across 
a secretary of a division and ask him why he has 
not sent in any material, he says “‘ My good man, 
I cannot get any.”’ It is that difficulty we want 
to get over. We have to space out the clinical 
material at our disposal, spread it over weeks and 
weeks to try to get a little bit in. The result is 
that now we are getting almost to the end of our 
tether. I appeal to every member of the Associa- 
tion to send along something that will be of 
interest to his professional brothers. (Applause). 

Professor WooLpRiInpGE: May I support that 
appeal very strongly. In getting about the country 
one hears complaints from differént members that 
the Record is not at the present time, furnishing 
clinical material which might be desirable. The 
complainants entirely forget as a rule that it is 
up to them and their other colleagues to remedy 
that matter. You cannot manufacture clinical 
material in an editorial office. If an attempt was 
made to do so it would not be worth the paper 
upon which it was manufactured. One cannot help 
emphasising that fact. The Committee would be 
very grateful if you would do what you can in 
furnishing material. At the same time, when an 
interesting case crops up with a professional friend, 
get him to put it down on a piece of paper and send 
it along to the Editorial Committee to reproduce 
it. You can all help if you will. 

The PresipEnt : If there are no more comments 
I should be glad if someone would move the 
adoption of the secretary’s report. 

Mr. Abson, Sheffield, moved, and Col. Brittle- 
bank seconded a resolution to this effect, which 
was carried. 


Tuer TREASURER’S REPORT. 


The PrestpENtT: The Treasurer has a report to 
make. 
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Prof. WootpripcE: I have to submit to you 
the balance sheet and the cash statement up to 
the end of the last financial vear, that is, up to 
the 3lst December, 1920. The last statement 
up to date includes that for three years, and it 
shows in the same that at the end of that period 
we had in hand the sum of £412. In addition to 
that, we had paid £100 on account of the purchase 
of the Veterinary Record. The general sources of 
income, of course, have been subscriptions, and 
it is gratifying to know that a considerable amount 
of arrears have been paid up as the result of a 
request I sent round last year. There are a number 
of members who have not paid up their arrears, 
and some feel diffident on the matter. One can 
understand that in a way, because they imagine 
that since there was no full dress meeting, there 
was no subscription due from them. But the 
expenses were going on the whole time. At any 
rate, during the last two years before then there 
was a full meeting, at Edinburgh, and London, and 
there should be no hesitation at all in paying up 
the subscriptions for those years. In the case of 
members on active service during the war, the 
subscriptions for those years have been remitted: 
As Treasurer, I was not informed by individuals 
when they were away on active service, and notices 
were sent to them. It is hoped they will not 
take exception to them. Simply inform me in 
the return that they were on service during those 
particular years,and credit will be given accordingly. 
The total amount of subscriptions received during 
this period was £395, so that if it had not been for 
some money we had in hand, we should have been 
at a loss. Taken as a whole, I think the balance 
sheet is very satisfactory. 


THE Mayor’s WELCOME. 


At this point, the Mayor of Chester (Col. J. 
Sheriff Roberts) and the Sheriff of the City (Mr. 
C. P. Cockrill) entered the room, accompanied by 
the local secretary, Mr. F. G. Edwards. 

The Presipent: His worship the Mayor has 
very kindly consented to come to weleome you to 
Chester. I am quite sure you appreciate the 
honour and desire he should do so. (Applause). 

The Mayor, who was cordially received, said : 
Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen, It is a very 
pleasant duty that falls upon me this morning—- 
that of welcoming you to our ancient city. It is 
not the first time within my year of office that T 
have had this same experience. We are glad, 
indeed, to find all these great organisations through- 
out the Kingdom selecting our ancient city as the 
place of their gathering. I can assure you we give 
you the very greatest and heartiest welcome. — It 
is a very ancient city as you know. Those who 
have been here before, probably will have very 
much interest in the city of Chester. But while 
we are very ancient, we try to keep thoroughly 
up-to-date and I think in most matters we are in 
this sense quite as modern as our big neighbouring 
cities, Liverpool, Manchester, or anywhere else. 
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(Applause). Gentlemen, you belong to a very 
great, and I may say, a noble profession. You are 
allied to the great medical profession, which looks 
after human beings, and you have the responsibility 
of safeguarding the health of our flocks and herds 
for the use of the public. It is a great responsibility 
on your profession, because the health of the people 
depends very much onthe good quality of the food 
they consume, and as long as we are a meat-eating 
people, and do not become vegetarians, your great 
profession will have a great deal to do with the 
health and prosperity of the nation. (Applause). 
As a layman, it would be a presumption on my part 
to make any comments about your great profession, 
because I cannot pretend to any special knowledge ; 
therefore it would be better for me to leave it to 
you who are experts. You are here, I suppose, 
to exchange views and to keep yourselves up-to- 
date, as those who make great researches—and 
research is going on in this great scientific pro- 
fession year by year, I may say from month 
to month—and these conferences enable you to 
compare notes with one another, and to be of 
benefit to one another by coming together. I 
suppose that is the object of your conference, and 
I do not want to detain you. You are here to 
do your business, and I am only here to welcome you 
to the city. With these few remarks I beg to 
welcome you on behalf of the citizens of Chester, 
and to give you the most hearty good wishes for 
the prosperity of your great profession, also, 
particularly for the benefit and good of this con- 
ference. (Applause). 
\ 


The Suertrr: As sheriff of this city, I only 
desire to endorse the welcome which the Mayor 
has extended to you in coming to Chester for your 
conference. | am very pleased to see some ladies 
here. I do not know whether they are entering 
into the veterinary profession or not, but in any 
case, they are associated with some of you gentle- 
men, and no doubt are interested in the work. 
Ladies, no doubt, are taking up all kinds of work 
and professions, and I suppose it is quite within 
their power and right, and at some future day they 
may feel disposed to take up veterinary work. 
However, | think it was a very good choice on 
behalf of your committee to select Chester for your 
meeting. It is a very pleasing place to come to, 
and we do extend to you a very hearty welcome. 
Your profession is one, as the Mayor has said, 
which is a very noble one, and one which has to 
give relief to animals which are not able in any 
way to tell what is the matter with them. I saw 
in this morning’s paper a great conference is being 
held in London to discuss the great scourge of 
the country, how to eliminate tuberculosis in the 
country, and as a member of the Public Health 
Committee, one hears a good deal about tuberculosis 
in animals. I am sure if we eradicate tuberculosis 
from animals, it would be a great benefit to the 
community. It is very opportune that you are. 
here to-day. I do not know, Mr. Mayor, whether 
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you will be called upon to bring in any expert 
advice to the council, but a discussion is likely to 
take place on the most humane method of 
slaughtering animals. We are up against one 
part of the trading community who wish to upset 
a decision of the council. You may be called 
upon, Mr. Mayor, to bring in expert advice. 
(Laughter).—therefore, we shall have you on the 
spot if we want it. (Applause and laughter). 
With these few remarks [ join ‘with the Mayor in 
giving you a hearty welcome to Chester, and trust 
your deliberations will not only bring you together 
in one common brotherhood in the profession, but 
will enable you to bring relief to animals which 
cannot tell you what is the matter with them. 
(Applause). 

The PrestpeEnt: I am very sure, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, it is your wish that I should express 
to the Mayor and the Sheriff our most cordial 
thanks for their extremely kind remarks in weleom- 
ing the Association to this city. The words that 
fell from the lips of the Mayor, tempt one to say a 
great deal in reply ; tempt one to enlarge upon this 
museum of the ancient and modern, which is known 
by the name of Chester, and tempt one, perhaps 
more particularly, to assure him that even if it came 
about that men became vegetarians, so liberal is the 
outlook of the veterinary profession, so wide are 
its mental horizons, and so flexible is its mentality, 
that we should just become plant pathologists. 
(Laughter and applause). 

The Mayor: At a quarter to one our chief clerk 
will be here and will open the Muniment Room for 
those who would like to see something of our 
ancient plate. It is very, very interesting, and 
very old. (Applause). 

After the departure of the civic party, Professor 
Wooldridge continued his statement, saying, I 
was pointing out that the chief source of income 
was the subscriptions received. The chief ex- 
penses are printing the report, the general stationery, 
which total up to just over £200, and the expenses 
in connection with the annual general meeting, £27, 
that is the meetings themselves. Dinners in the 
respective areas total up to £45, that is entertaining 
guests especially. There have been two donatipns, 
ten guineas to the Edinburgh Veterinary Benevolent 
Fund, and one to the Anglo-Belgian Relief Fund. 
We paid £100 on account of the Veterinary Record. 
The point I want to emphasise is that we began this 


year, which is an epoch making step, fully solvent. 


and with capital in hand of over £400, and £100 
paid on account of the Veterinary Record, so that, 
to put it in another way, we are starting anew this 
year, with the Veterinary Record as our chief asset. 
Perhaps you would wish to know something 
about the present year’s finance, which, of course, 
cannot be embodied in the report, because the 
report is one completed year. The income this 
year is taken from two sources, one the sub- 
scriptions from members, the second source being 
the sale of Records to members of the profession 


and others who are not members of the Association. 
It has been very difficult to look happy and to say 
how the financial position would be at the end of 
the year. It has given the committee very con- 
siderable trouble, and caused a lot of worry to know 
that things would be likely to come straight and 
that we should be solvent at the end of the year. 
Now, I think, things are opening to a successful 
issue, but it is not absolutely certain yet. Success 
will only depend upon a continued increase in the 
membership, the numbers of which have been 
already quoted by the General Secretary. | 
would ask any of you to persuade other members 
of the profession to join the Association and to 
become annual subscribers. Annual subscribers 
get the Record in and the full privileges of the 
Association for 42s. 0d., and the full charges for the 
Record cost 52s. Od., without the privileges of 
membership. There is a _ distinct advantage, 
and on the other hand there is the greater certainty 
of income, and we can then make plans accordingly. 
At the present moment we have in the bank £940, 
and as against that I have bills to be met this week 
amounting to a little over £300, which leaves over 
£600 to carry on with. That will not be sufficient 
in itself to carry through to the end of the year. 
There is about £500 expected from advertisements, 
so that that, with the income from subscriptions 
anticipated, looks like making the year a successful 
one. But we must not take it for granted. It is 
only by working together, each of us trying to get 
new members, that we shall make the financial 
position at the end of the year absolutely secure. 
I will pass round a copy of the balance sheet if 
anyone cares to see it. 


(Balance Sheet appears on next page.) 


The PrestpENT: I have no doubt the treasurer 
will be glad to elucidate any point upon which there 
is doubt. 

Mr. Trevor Wittiims: I beg to propose the 
adoption of the balance sheet. 

Captain Rees-Mogg seconded and the motion was 
carried. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


President— 

The Prestpent: I shall now ask the secretary 
to state certain recommendations. 

The Secretary: I have to transmit several 
recommendations from the meeting of the Council 
held last night. In the first place it was decided 
to recommend to you that Dr. Bradley should be 
elected as our President for the coming year. 
(Applause). It was realised by the Council that 
this was a wise step for them to take, because we 
have not yet got through the first year, and it 
was considered inadvisable to change the pilot. 
The Council felt that looking at it from the purely 
business point of view, such a step is desirable ; 
on the other hand they were fully convinced that 
it requires a person like our present President to 
carry us through the coming year, and | therefore, 
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transmit to you this recommendation of the 
Council. (Applause). 

Col. BrirTtLeBaANK: With your permission, I 
will move, formally, that Dr. Bradley be invited to 
continue as president for another twelve months. 
Good. wine needs no bush, and our experience of 
Dr. Bradley has only made us long for a good deal 
more of his reign. The main facts have been 
brought before you so ably by the Secretary, and 
I can only ask you to endorse what he says. I 
formally move that Dr. Bradley be asked to be 
the President of the National Veterinary Medical 
Association of Great Britain and Ireland for the 
year 1921-1922. 

Mr. REenFrew : I have pleasure in seconding. 


The motion having been carried, 


The Prestpent: As I explained last night, 
when the Council distinctly surprised me by asking 


THE VE TERINARY | RECORD 


685 


me to accept nomination for office again, it was 
wholly unexpected, because not many minutes 
before I had been consulting with the Secretary as to 
who should be proposed as the next president. 
Surprising though it was, it is naturally gratifying 
that I had the confidence of the Council, and it is 
still more gratifying this morning to feel one has the 
confidence of the Association. I want it to be 
distinctly understood that I am accepting office for 
another twelve months on the distinct under- 
standing that I have the unanimous confidence of 
the Association. (Applause). If that is not the 
case, if the President is not supported, and, as I say, 
he must be strongly supported by the Association 
during the next twelve months, the Association’s 
affairs will not prosper as they should. I may say 
that with your support and co-operation, I shall 
be proud to be once again President of this 
Association. (Applause). 


National Veterinarp Medical Association. 


TREASURER’S CASH STATEMENT from Ist January, 1918, to 3lst December, 1920. 


Dr. 
a £ a 


To BALANCE AT Bank, Ist January, 


1918 
On Deposit Account ... 100 0 0 
On Current Account ... co 
170 12 7 
s5 SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED :— 
1913 . 411 6 
1915 2 & 6G 
1917 did at 4919 6 
1920 125 6 O 
1921 in advance 1 1 0 
395 5 6 
3», INTEREST ON DEPOSIT 1619 2 


», DIVIDENDS ON CONSOLS :— 
From October, 1912, to October, 1920 
» PROCEEDS oF SALE OF £400 CoNnsoLs 


less Charges and Stamps ... 179 9 0 


We have prepared the above account from the Books 
and information submitted to us and hereby certify the 
same to be in accordance therewith. We have examined 
the vouchers and found them to be correct. 

The balance at the Bank on 3lst December, 1920, 
was £412 10s. 2d. 


Chartered Accountants. 
67 Watling Street, E.C., 
25th July, 1921. 


66 12 10 | 


Cr. 
« @& som. 
By EXPENSES OF REPORTING PROCEEDINGS AT 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS < 27 16 4 
» ANNUAL DiInnERS, 1919 and 1920:— | 
Hire 44 0 
Entertainment 6 6 0 
Grants ... 2 @ 
45 13 8 
DONATIONS :— 
Victoria Veterinary Benevolent 
Fund. 10 10 O 
Anglo- Belgian Veterinary 
Relief 10 10 O 
———— 21 0 0 
»» GENERAL EXPENSES :— 
Hon. Treasurer’s Disburse- 
ments & sd 
District Officials .. 1418 O 
Accountancy Charges 5 5 0 
Law Costs re Back Dividends 
Expenses in connection with 
Stamps and Telegrams’ ... 0 6 1 
§9 3 9 
» PRINTING ANNUAL REPORTS AND GENERAL 
STATIONERY 162 17 8 
» W.H. Brown, on Account oF THE ASsIGN- 
MENT OF “ VETERINARY RECORD ” 100 0 O 
»» BALANCE AT BANK :—- 
Deposit Account . 150 0 O 
Current Account . 262 10 2 
412 10 2 
Balance as per Pass Book ... 269 17 ll 
Add Deposit Interest  ... 3 15 7 
Cheques not yet credited 2 12 6 
276 6 O 
Less Cheque et 
262 10 2 
£829 1 7 
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Vice- Presidents— 

The Secretary: The Council recommend that 
the four Vice-Presidents for the coming year shall 
be Sir Stewart Stockman, Messrs. W. A. Taylor, 
A. Watson, and A. Gofton. 

Mr. Mason : I propose they be elected. 

Mr. Gooch seconded and the motion was carried. 

The Treasurer— 

The Secretary: The Council decided to 
recommend to you that the Treasurer for the 
coming year shall be Professor Wooldridge. 

Col. BrirrLeBaNnk : I beg to move the re-election 
of Professor Wooldridge. 

This was agreed. 

Professor WooLpriper: In accepting office 
again for another year, I do so in the hope that when 
I write to you for arrears of subscriptions, you 
will not “blaggard’”’ me. In the past it has been 
made a personal matter when I have been instructed 
by the Council to apply for arrears. I have got 
back letters which have been anything but en- 
couraging, and not always very polite. I have 
received some of the worst abuse, if I may so call 
it, personally—that is not put down in black and 
white, so that I cannot bring it home to them. 
The worst of it is they do not pay up. (Laughter). 
I ask you to pay up and look pleasant, and to help 
your Treasurer to face the charges. 

Col. Brirr.epank: I move that a vote of 
sympathy be passed. (Laughter). 

The General Secretary— 

The Presipent: To spare the blushes of Mr. 
Buxton, I am going to suggest from the Council 
that we ask him to accept office for another year 
as General Secretary and Editor. 

Col. Mason seconded. 

The resolution was unanimously carried. 

The Secretary: I thank you very sincerely 
for doing me the honour of electing me for one more 
year. I need hardly tell you that had you decided 
to do otherwise, it would have been a very severe 
disappointment to me, because I have not yet had 
the opportunity of getting this vast machinery 
going. At the same time | think we should not 
lose sight of the fact that the work which is entailed 
at the present time is as much as it is possible for 
a part time man to do, though it is absolutely 
essential from the financial position of the Associ- 
ation that the work shall be done by a part time 
man for some time to come. I assure you it will 
be a great pleasure to do my best; of course, I 
cannot do more. I was very amused to hear the 
Treasurer say he wished to resign his post. My 
chief joy in life is to go down to the office, and 
surmise all the way down in the train what particu- 
lar form the post willbein. It is one of the greatest 
joys in life because if one is opposed by certain 
people, it is only right and proper one should have 
the opportunity of explaining the position. As 
soon as that is done there is no more trouble. 
In getting a thing like the ‘“ National” going, 
running the journal, collecting the money and 


getting a return for the money, is no light under- 
taking. It is only by keeping one’s finger upon 
the pulse of the Association as a whole that it is 
possible to hope to give any sort of satisfaction. 
(Applause). 


The Assistant Secretary—- 

The Secretary: The Council recommend you 
to appoint as your Assistant Secretary, Mr. Brennan 
De Vine. As you are aware Mr. De Vine has 
undertaken a great work in connection with the 
advertisements of the journal. 

Mr. Abson moved and Mr. Lloyd seconded that 
Mr. De Vine be re-elected. 


Auditors— 

The Secretary: The Council recommend the 
election as auditors of Professor Macqueen and one 
professional accountant, Mr. Douglas Wykes, of 
Messrs. Fairburn, Wingfield and Wykes. 

This was moved by Mr. Mason, seconded by 
Mr. Gooch, and carried. 

The Prestpent: The next business is to con- 
sider a resolution sent to us by the South Eastern 
Division. I understand there is a letter here which 
has been received in this connection. 

The Secretary: The letter is from Mr. H. P. 
Hogben, secretary of the South-Eastern Asso- 
ciation. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen, 

The following is the resolution which I desire 
to bring before you: “ That in reference to the 
Milk and Dairies (Consolidation) Act, 1915, and 
Milk and Dairies Amendment Bill, 1920, in the 
opinion of this Association, in all inspections and 
clinical examinations regarding diseases of animals 
listed in the Second Schedule of the Act of 1915, 
the Ministry of Agriculture should have full admin- 
istrative control, such as has been conferred in 
respect of other diseases of animals, as being the 
most competent authority to act in such matters. 
That the position of the veterinary surgeon should 


not be merely advisory, but that he should have 


sufficient authority to see that his advice is carried 
out, and that it is properly interpreted and carried 
out in a way which would be effective.”’ 

This resolution has been unanimously passed 
by the South-Eastern Veterinary Association, has 
been considered by the combined meeting of the 
Royal Counties, Southern Counties and South- 
Eastern Veterinary Associations, and now has the 
honour of being brought forward for consideration 
by the Council of this Association, the parent body 
of all the Societies. 

The resolution you will observe, gentlemen, is 
in two parts, the first of which proposes that full 
administrative control in respect of diseases of 
animals shall be conferred on the Ministry of 
Agriculture, and the second further proposes that 
the veterinary surgeon shall have full professional 
control within that authority. 

In so far as departments are concerned, I have 
always understood that the distinction between 
the sphere of the Ministry (formerly Board) of 
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Agriculture, and the Ministry of Health (formerly 
Local Government Board) has been that the 
former, the Ministry of Agriculture, dealt with 
the living animal, and the latter, the Ministry of 
Health, with the food product, and in my opinion 
this cardinal distinction should be rigidly observed. 

As no doubt you are aware, Section 1, sub- 
section 4, of the Milk and Dairies (Consolidation) 
Act of 1915, provides that Milk and Dairies Orders 
made thereunder shall be made with the con- 
currence of the Ministry of Agriculture, and the 
object of the resolution is to ensure that such 
Ministry shall take its proper place; but the 
question has to be asked how far will the Ministry 
of Agriculture be consulted or put in control of, 
in my opinion, their own special work. The 
President of the National Association of Veterinary 
Inspectors distinctly stated last year at the annual 
meeting that he very much doubted “if the 
Ministry of Agriculture will have a voice in the 
matter, which is just as likely to be left to the 
medical department, which does not appear to be 
overburdened with veterinary sympathies.”” He 
further said, ‘‘ If I had my way, we should abso- 
lutely refuse to work the Milk and Dairies Bill 
through the Medical Officer of Health as our 
supervising officer. In an average case he knows 
little or nothing of the practical side of the sub- 
ject.” 

This pronouncement refers more particularly to 
the relationship of the Veterinary Inspector to the 
Medical Officer of Health, but this relationship is 
practically the relationship of the Ministry of 
Agriculture to the Ministry of Health. 

And we are well aware that the Ministry of 
Health has not found’ room for a veterinary repre- 
sentative on its Consultative Councils. 

The writer of the paper on “ The Policy of the 
N.A.V.I.,” read at the meeting, stated “‘ Under the 
Bill the Veterinary Inspector occupies a very 
subordinate position directly under the M.O.H.. 
and is not even allowed to submit his own reports 
except through that officer.” He also said, “ It 
is easy to see that the part time Inspector who 
does not agree with his M.O.H. will very soon be 
replaced by a whole time man or any other man.” 


Evidently the veterinary surgeon is to be sub- 
ordinated and discharged at will. 


Let us see the list of diseases scheduled under 
the Act, viz. :—Tuberculosis, active mycosis of 
the udder, anthrax, foot-and-mouth disease, sup- 
puration of the udder, and that other very 
indeterminate condition, known as any other 
disease affecting cows, which hy a Milk and 
Dairies Order is declared to be a disease for the 
purposes of Section 5 of this Act, and ask whether 
these animal diseases are not purely veterinary 
departmental work. 

Therefore, gentlemen, there is every reason for 
supporting the Ministry of Agriculture in this 
matter, and in combination with agricultural 


community, and with the support of our own 
profession much would be achieved. 

It has been stated that the Ministry of Health 
may have a Veterinary Department, in which case 
there would be a multiplicity of organisation, i.-., 
two separate Ministries and two separate Veterin- 
ary Departments dealing with the same thing, the 
diseases of animals, whilst with one organisation 
already established on these lines, there would be 
unity of administration, and work. 

Some have suggested that only a_ powerful 
department such as the Ministry of Health could 
get a Milk Bill through, and that a small profession 
should ally itself with such a department. 

I am well aware that this Association is pro- 
posing to give evidence before the Meat Inspection 
Committee formed under the Ministry of Health, 
and therefore perhaps would hardly care to adopt 
a resolution such as has been brought forward, 
but in reference to the subject which I have brought 
forward, viz., inspection in reference to diseases 
of animals, there are two suitors for the goodwill 
of the profession, the Ministry of Health and the 
Ministry of Agriculture, and there would be no 
harm in either feeling that the other has friends 
and opponents within the profession, and the 
profession thereby obtaining the best consideration. 

In conclusion, may I say that I am not a protégé 
of the Ministry of Agriculture, but a critic ; that 
I have been consistently ignored in its patronage, 
but I advocate what I have done in the belief that 
it is in the best interests of the profession. 

Hucu P. Hocsen. 

The PrestpeNnT: You have heard the letter and 
the resolution is now before you. We should be 
glad to hear any opinion upon the resolution. 
Failing any comment, the resolution will fall. 

No comment being made, the President inti- 
mated that no action would be taken. 


THe Next MEETING. 


The PrestpENT: We now have to fix the place 
for the next annual meeting. Again a recom- 
mendation comes from the Council. 

The Sxcrerary : The @ouncil recommend that 
Bath should be the place for the next annual 
meeting. 

Col. BrrrrLeBANK: I move that Bath be the 
place for the next amnual meeting. 

Mr. Sayer: I second that. ‘ 

The resolution was carried. 

Mr. Hospay: I want to propose that one 
evening of the annual meeting of the National 
Veterinary Association be devoted to a popular 
lecture to which the general public could be 
invited, the lecture to be on a subject of special 
interest to farmers or stockmen in the district 
where the annual meeting is being held. I want to 
bring this resolution forward for the following 
reasons. As a profession we are a little apt to 
stand in the background more than we ought. We 
are always talking about propaganda and about 
how badly we are treated, but the main reason lies 
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with ourselves; we do not inform the general 
public what we are doing. They have no idea 
what we are doing. We are so scattered that they 
have no idea of the great work the veterinary 
profession is capable of doing and is doing every- 
where. There are a large number of diseases 


_ which cannot come to man except through animals, 


and we of the veterinary profession control them. 
A popular lecture like this to the farmers and 
stock owners or anybody interested in the subject, 
could be the means of giving them some idea of 
the work the profession is doing. It would be a 
very great benefit, not so much to ourselves as to 
the general public for which we are all working. 
Mr. StasBLerortH: I have great pleasure in 
seconding the resolution. I think it would be an 
excellent idea to have these public meetings, with 
a view to having a subject explained to the farmers’ 


unions and the public health officials, at any rate 


in the immediate district in which the National 
meeting is to be held for that year. It would be 
the means of letting the general public in, especially 
the men in charge, to know of the work we are 
doing. 

Mr. Jackson Youna: For a long time I have 
felt that the profession rather needs publicity. 
Other professional bodies with which I am connected 
have these popular lectures, and I certainly think 
it would be a good thing for us to have one evening 
for that purpose. I would suggest the lecture be 
illustrated by lantern slides, and if possible cine- 
matograph films. A suitable subject for a lecture 
would be “ The Triumph of Veterinary Science.” 
That could be a kind of stock lecture, and the 
lecturer could deal with diseases of the district in 
which we are holding the meeting. Statistics 
could be given of the diseases occurring in that 
district and the methods of control. Local notes 
could be given of the plants of the district that 
were poisonous to stock. In other words, we 
could show the public that we are alive and. active, 
and willing to help stock owners. I have very 
much pleasure in supporting the motion. 

Professor WooLpripGe: May I suggest, in 
supporting this, a slight modification in the 
wording of the resolution, which, as it stands, 
would rather tend to tie the hands of the people 
organising it. It is suggested that the subject 
shall be of interest to “farnlers and stockmen,” 
I suggest it should be a subject that shall be to the 
general public interest. If you limit it to farmers 
and stockmen, you are eliminating matters of 
municipal welfare, which should also come within 
the scope of stockmen. If it was modified in that 
way, it would leave it wider. 

Professor Hoppay: I am quite willing to alter 
it. 

The Prestpent: I will read the resolution. 
“That one evening of the annual meeting of the 
National Veterinary Association be devoted to a 
popular lecture to which the general public will 
be invited, the lecture to be on a subject of general 
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public interest in the district in which the annual 
meeting is held.”’ 

This was carried. 

The Prestpent: Is there any other business ? 

Mr. Wynne Luioyp: I wish to move, ‘ That 
the Ministry of Agriculture be urged to take steps 
to enforce the Animals (Anesthetic) Act, the 
provisions of which, especially in country districts, 
do not yet appear to be sufficiently appreciated 
by the police and other ruling bodies.” I feel 
this Act is one of the most beneficial which has 
ever been passed as regards the profession, except 
those prompted by the profession itself. It seems 
to me a pity that this Act should become a dead 
letter. I think it would be a good thing if the 
Minister of Agriculture would take steps to enfcrce 
the provisions of the Act. 

Mr. Lane seconded, and the resolution was 
carried. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 


The PREsIDENT: Our General Secretary, out 
of the kindness of his heart, sought apparently to 
relieve you of an infliction, but, unfortunately it 
cannot be done, for the constitution of the Asso- 
ciation says there must be a presidential address. 
I need hardly say I should have been most grateful 
to avail myself of the kind thought of the Secretary, 
but if I am not constitutional, [ am nothing, and 
so a presidential address you must have, cost what 
it will on your part. I will promise it shall have 
the saving grace and virtue of brevity. 

A verbatim report of the Presidential Address 
appears elsewhere. 

Col. BrirtL.EBANK: Mr. President, I venture to 
rise to propose a vote of thanks to you for an address 
which will remain in my memory as one of the 
greatest things you have done. You have very 
briefly, very thoroughly, reviewed the position before 
the profession and the Association. I am not criti- 
cising, there is nothing to criticise. As one who 
took a small part in the acquisition of the Veterin- 
ary Record, I am personally more delighted than I 
can say with the position of affairs to-day, and 
it is to you, along with Mr. Buxton and Professcr 
Wooldridge that that attainment is due (Applause), 
This Association, the National Veterinary Medical 
Association of Great Britain and Ireland, some 
day will recognise, it is impossible not to recognise, 
the great work undertaken by you and others in 
its cause. This profession, as you have said, is 
at the present moment passing through one of its 
most critical periods. Loyalty and unanimity shall 
be given to you in unstinted measure (Applause) 
and only by this unstinted giving shall we be able 
to obtain the objects set before us by this pro- 
fession. I have the very greatest pleasure in 
proposing a very sincere vote of thanks be given 
to you for your presidential address (Applause). 

Mr. Cuas. Roperts, Tunbridge : I have pleasure 
in seconding, and in thanking you for the words of 
sound wisdom in your presidential address. 
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Mr. Luoy», Sheffield : I have very great pleasure 
in supporting the vote of thanks moved by Col. 
Brittlebank. I rise chiefly for one reason. That 
is to draw the attention of members to the fact 
that post-graduate education is going to become 
a feature of the future. Professor Bradley has not 
mentioned in detail what is taking place, but I am 
very pleased to know that a short course for 
general practitioners is likely to be held in Edin- 
burgh this Autumn. Some twenty-five years ago, 
I had occasion to go to London, and I had not been 
long in the train when I was joined by one of the 
foremost practitioners in the medical profession. 
I know we got to discussing different matters, and 


~* we had nearly got to London before I was able to 


find out what he was going to London for. To 
my surprise, I found he was taking a fortnight’s 
holiday and was going to Cambridge to undergo 
a post-graduate course. He was the busiest 
practitioner I knew at that time, he was practising 
among a large number of the poor people in the 
district, yet he was so keen in his profession, that 
he was willing to take his first fortnight’s holiday 
in the first part of the new year, to go to Cambridge 
to try to increase his general knowledge. Those 
facilities have not in the past been accorded general 
practitioners in this country. The only one was 
a Class held in London some years ago that occu- 
pied about two months. Very few would leave 
for two months, but with the help of a good locum, 
they would leave for a fortnight. I venture to 
throw out the suggestion that if the post-graduate 
course was limited to about a fortnight, and was 
arranged as much as possible in the time of the 
year when the general practitioner had the most 
leisure, it would be a great benefit to the profession. 
I would like to thank on my own behalf, Professor 
Bradley for the gem of oratory he has given us 
this morning (Applause). We have never sat 
down when Professor Bradley gets up to address 
us without the anticipation of something very 
cheerful, and this morning he has not disappointed 
us (Applause). 

The vote of thanks was most warmly accorded, 
with musical honours. 

The Prestpent: Ladies and Gentlemen, let me 
thank you very warmly indeed for the way in 
which you have received this touching reference 
from Col. Brittlebank and others. Let me par- 
ticularly thank you for the innovation which has 
just been introduced, the musical part. 

A paper (to be published in a future issue of the 
Record) was presented by Mr. H. Caulton Recks, 
on ‘‘ The Causes, Symptoms and Differential Diag- 
nosis of Torsion and Displacements of the Double 
Colon of the Horse, together with remarks on the 
Manual and the Spontaneous Reduction of the 
Lesion.” 

The meeting, following the discussion of the 
paper, adjourned until two o’clock. 


Proressor Epwarps’ Paper. 
On the resumption, 
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The PRESIDENT said : | am particularly anxious 
to take the feeling of the meeting on a somewhat 
regrettable point, which is as follows. Prof. 
Edwards has put in a tremendous amount of work 
in producing a paper which has to be submitted, 
and the paper, unfortunately, has not been for- 
warded in time to be printed and circulated in the 
usual way. It contains a tremendous amount of 
material, data, facts, and so on, so that it would 
require a considerable amount of time for anyone 
to read it thoroughly and appreciate it, much less 
discuss. I am, therefore, going to take the feeling 
of the meeting as to whether we should endeavour 
to proceed with this paper in any form whatsoever, 
remembering at the same time that the paper 
will be printed in extenso in the official journal, and 
that the remarks of the opening and the discussion 
also will be published. Personally, I am not 
persuaded that more than one or two who have had 
the privilege of seeing the paper before can profit- 
ably and sensibly discuss the paper, which is 
practically a library in itself. I am going to put 
it to the meeting, What are we to do? Are we 
to endeavour to make a discussion out of nothing, 
or shall we allow the paper to be printed and 
published in the usual way? I will leave it to 
you to decide. 

Col. BrirrrLeBANK : I rise, having had the privi- 
lege of seeing a proof of the paper, to propose that 
the paper be not taken to-day. It is a subject 
in which I take a great interest. I regard the 
paper as of such importance that it would be unfair 
to Prof. Edwards, and unfair to the merits of the 
paper, to the colossal work he has done in writing 
this paper, if we attempted to merely discuss it in 
what can only be a very casual sort of way. Iam 
persuaded, after due consideration, that this is the 
proper course to pursue. I understand also there 
is this trip in front of us, and we hope his Grace 
the Duke of Westminster is back (there is a 
possibility, I understand, of his being back—and 
as many of us as is possible should go on this trip), 
and if we discuss this paper, it means that we 
should stop here for the rest of the day, really for 
the rest of the week if We were to discuss it 
properly. That we could discuss it I do not 
believe, but it is of such importance that I think 
every possible step should be taken to secure the 
proper amount of publicity in the profession for 
this paper. It is a text book on abortion, and I 
do think, in fairness to Prof. Edwards, who has 
undertaken an enormous amount of work and 
trouble, that we ought to decide here and now that 
we cannot discuss this paper. I formally move 
that. 

Prof. Crate: I beg to second. I think it is one 
of the largest questions the veterinary profession 
has to deal with, and it is, therefore, with very 
great regret that I have to second this motion. [I 
understand that it is impossible in the conditions in 
which we are met to-day to discuss in anything like 
a full and extensive fashion, the paper which has 
been set forward. 
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Mr. Beac: Do we understand it will not be 
discussed at this meeting of the Association? I 
would point out that a considerable number of 
gentlemen have come because of this paper. 
Personally, I am more interested in this paper than 
any other on the agenda, and I have been speaking 
to several gentlemen who have come to hear all 
they can on vaccines and the effect on this disease. 
I think our experience to-day points a lesson which 
the Council ought to take very closely to heart. I 
do not want to apportion blame unduly, but I do 
think, gentlemen, accepting the position from the 
Council to produce papers, it is up to them—I say 
this with considerable sympathy with Prof. 
Edwards, knowing the difficulties of his new 
situation, I suggest he might have produced a 
synopsis of his paper for this meeting, and we would 
then have been able to go on with the discussion. 
I am one of the few Prof. Edwards favoured with 
a copy of the paper. I do think we should look 
forward in the future, and make sure as a Council, 
that whoever is going to take in hand the production 
of a paper will produce it. I have raised this 
question before, and I do think we should take it 
seriously to heart. The absence of this particular 
paper means a great deal to the members of the 
Association. 


Prof. WootpripGE: As the gentleman chiefly 
concerned, I think Prof. Edwards’ views might be 
obtained. It occurs to me if it is decided to 
adjourn, or whether you discuss the paper to-day, 
that as soon as the papers or the prints, which will 
probably be in hand to-morrow and will be distri- 
buted among the members present, are available, it 
will be quite possible for the discussion based on 
that paper tu take place in the various divisional 
meetings, and in that way the divisions will be 
brought more intimately in contact with the 
parent body. They will not be robbed, as it were, 
of the discussion of this important paper. 


Mr. Goocn: I was going to suggest that before 
the paper is published, that it be sent round to the 
different divisions, that it be discussed at the 
divisions, and the remarks published with the 
paper. 

The PRESIDENT: We are just expressing views. 
We have a motion that the paper be printed in the 
usual way and that is all that is done. I have no 
amendment exactly. You do not make that 
amendment, Mr. Begg, do you, that we do discuss ? 

Mr. Brae: I do not want to push the meeting 
into a corner and difficulty with a short time. Do 
you think Mr. Hughes could open the discussion ? 

The Presipent: Could the opening of the 
discussion be followed without the paper ? 

Mr. Reprery : Isit possible for Prof. Edwards to 
give us a sort of synopsis, and then the gentlemen 
who have had the privilege of reading the paper 
might have something to say about it. My point 
is that if it is not discussed now, it won’t be dis- 
cussed at all. 

The PresipEnt: We are discussing a point now 


and occupying the time we could be discussing the 
paper. I ask Prof. Edwards for his views. 

Prof. Epwarps: I am extremely sorry you have 
not the text of my paper in your hands long before 
this. I can assure you it is not all my fault. I 
was approached about the middle of a_ very 
strenuous term at the College by the local secretary 
to write a paper on abortion and its control for 
this meeting of the “‘ National.” I was so taken up 
with my duties at the College, that I did not think 
with the time I could devote to it, I would have 
finished during the session. After the close of the 
session I found there was such a tremendous amount 
of material to be dealt with, published during recent 
years, that I could not do justice to it in the time. 
I wish I had been approached earlier. But in this 
paper I have endeavoured to lay before you all that 
is, at the present time, actually known. Mr. Begg 
suggested that I could have written a synopsis in 
order to prove my points. I wish to prove no 
points of my own, my theme in the paper is that 
the control and the eradication of abortion can only 
be accomplished in view of what we know with 
regard to the etiology of the disease, and in this 
paper I have endeavoured to lay as accurately as 
possible before you the actual known facts with 
regard to the etiology. It is only by a thorough 
knowledge of these facts we can cope with this 
widespread, economically important disease. Prof. 
Bradley, when he was the editor of that admirable 
publication, the Veterinary Review, issued a 
bibliography of the works published up to 1919, 
and they amounted tu about two hundred and fifty 
important articles, and to-day those articles would 
not represent all that is known with regard to 
abortion. Important points have been discovered 
since, so much so that it was only a few days 
before coming up to this meeting that I was able 
to confirm a rather important discovery. Just 
recently, some American workers claimed to have 
proved that the abortion bacillus is indistinguishable 
from the Malta fever organism in the laboratory. It 
seemed to me to be a most striking and extra- 
ordinary statement, and I immediately got cultures 
in order to corroburate their view. One cannot 
readily distinguish between the abortion bacillus and 
the Malta fever organism. There are many other 
points in the paper. I am quite prepared now to utter 
a synopsis if you wish. I am prepared, after you 
have read the paper—copies will be here this 
evening—to go to your divisions and to reply to 
any discussions on this important subject. 
(Applause.) This is perhaps the most important 
disease economically in the country, the most 
important disease in all stock breeding countries, 
so most authorities are agreed, and it cannot be 
dealt with successfully within the time allowed it 
in the course of this meeting. 

Mr. Brae: I move that the discussion of the 
paper be postponed until next year in its entirety. 

The PrestpENT: It is conceivable that Prof. 
Edwards may not be attending the meeting next 
year. 
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Col. BrirrLeEBANK: I have already had the 
privilege of asking Prof. Edwards to come to the 
Northern Branch to give us his paper, and no doubt 
he would be pleased to go elsewhere. 

Mr. Goocn: I move that Prof. Edwards be 
invited to visit the Divisions and that the whole 
of the discussion be printed in the journal. 

Mr. StaBLerortH: I think as we have all got 
to be on the boat at 3-15 and it is now 2-30, we have 
little time to do anything at all. I have had a 
glance at the paper, and I think it would be far 
better to have it discussed at the branches, and 
Prof. Edwards to go down to reply to the discus- 
sions. 

The Prestipent: I[ put Col. Brittlebank’s 
motion: That asthe discussion cannot be adequately 
undertaken at the present time, the paper be printed 
in the usual way and discussed at the divisions and 
branches. 

This was agreed. 

Mr. Goocu: The paper is written for members 
of the Association. If it is published in the Record 
‘non-members of the Association will have the same 
privilege as members of the Association. 

Col. BrirrLeBaANK: In order that this paper 
might receive proper consideration and discussion— 
I am persuaded that it is the most important paper 
which has been put before this Association for 
many years—I would like to move a proposition 
that branch meetings in the divisions be held in 
the Northern, Southern, Scottish and Irish branches 
to undertake a full-dress discussion at each branch 
of this very important subject and that the 
meetings be arranged to suit the convenience of 
Prof. Edwards, so that he could attend those 
meetings. 

Mr. Craia: I beg to second, with the amend- 
ment that any expenses Prof. Edwards incurs 
will be paid by the treasurer. 

Col. BRITTLEBANK : Certainly. 

Prof. WootpripGE: It is one of the cheques I 
would write with pleasure. 

The motion was carried. 

The Prestpent: I think that is the procedure 
that is going to do most justice to the paper. I 
should have been extremely loth to have had any 
haphazard discussion on a paper of that quality. 
You have to be on the boat at 3 o’clock, and I 
fancy we have done the right thing. The 
Association stands adjourned until 9-45 to-morrow 
morning. 


Second Day’s Proceedings. 


The meeting was resumed on Thursday, July 
28th, at 9-45 a.m. 

The SecRETARY announced that Sir Stewart 
Stockman was unfortunately not able to be present, 
and in place of the demonstrations which he was 
to have given, some operations would be_per- 
formed at 3-15 p.m., at Mr. Storrar’s yard, 25 
Newgate Street. 
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INTERIM RePortT OF SALARIES COMMITTEE. 

The Secretary read the Interim Report of the 
Salaries Committee with reference to whole time 
veterinary inspectors. The Committee reported 
as follows :—That in our opinion it is advisable 
that in future a post-graduate diploma or degree 
should be held by applicants for municipal appoint- 
ments ; secondly, that the minimum salary for 
junicr appointments should be £400 per annum ; 
thirdly, the salaries committee is prepared to 
consider on its merits any salary that is brought 
before it, and to take any steps that it ccnsiders 
advisable. For this purpose the Committee has 
appointed a small Executive Committee consisting 
of Messrs. Brittlebank, Lloyd, the President and 
the Secretary, who will deal with urgent cases, 

The report was adopted. ' 

SUPERVISION AND ConrrRoL or Datry Cows. 

The GENERAL SECRETARY read the report of the 
Special Committee appointed by the Council at 
the meeting on July 26th, to draft a resolution 
with regard to the methods of ensuring super- 
vision and control of dairy cows which may be a 
source of danger to the public. The Committee 
recommended firstly :—‘* That more active steps 
be taken to secure the destruction of dairy cows 
that have been certified by a veterinary inspector 
to be a source of danger to the public through the 
milk supply”; secondly, “That adequate com- 
pensation be paid to the owners of such animals ”’ ; 
thirdly, ‘That local authorities be required to 
appoint veterinary inspectors who shall have full 
power of entry to dairy premises to inspect animals 
therein and to supervise the conditions under 
which milk is produced.”’ 

The PREsIDENT said this report was one of some 
moment, and he hoped the terms of the recom- 
mendation might become a resolution of the 
Association. 

It was moved and seconded that the report be 
received and adopted. 

Mr. T. C. Friercuer, Sheffield: The power 
given to a veterinary inspector to enter premises 
and to order the destruction of animals is a very 
wide power, a power thiét,-perhaps, might not be 
thought for a moment to be put in force by the 
ordinary veterinary surgeon appointed by an 
Urban District Council. Ithink the wording of the 
recommendation, particularly in the lower para- 
graph, is very vague, and to my mind, very drastic. 
Ido not think that we are ina position to recom- 
mend the adoption of that report to veterinary 
surgeons. There is no knowing where those 
particular clauses would get to and at this late 
hour, as we are wishing to get off, it should not, 
to my mind, be rushed through in the way I think 
it is being rushed through. My amendment is 
that the report lie on the table. 

Mr. F. W. Garnett, Windermere : I second the 
amendment, because I object altogether to the 
second clause with regard to compensation. When 
the public buy milk, they buy pure milk. Why 
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should the farmer be compensated for the loss of 
cows that give diseased milk ? 

Mr. J. S. Lioyv, Sheffield: In practice, I, as 
veterinary inspector for the city of Sheffield, have 
considerable difficulty now that the Tuberculosis 
Order is not in force in getting cows with tuber- 
culous udders slaughtered. There is nothing to 
prevent a man who has a cow with a tuberculous 
udder, even after it has been pointed out to him, 
removing that cow. He is under a penalty for 
keeping her in a shed, building, or field with 
other cows ; but he is under no penalty for remov- 
ing that cow from his farm. Col. Brittlebank 
this morning mentioned a case in which he traced 
the cow to four different farms before he was able 
to get that cow slaughtered. I must say that at 
present the Tuberculous Milk Clauses of several 
Corporations are to a large extent a dead letter in 
outlying districts, because there is no power to 
compel the slaughtering of the cow after she is 
found. There is a value in these cows. The 
penalty for failing to notify is a maximum of £2. 
Instances have arisen within the past year, to my 
knowledge, where farmers, after being fined £2, 
have received an increased value for the cow of 
£14 to £20. The milk section of the Farmers’ 
Union is against thus in this respect, and they will 
not agree to have these cows slaughtered unless 
some amount of compensation is paid. The 
words used in the resolution are ‘‘ adequate 
compensation.”” We do not think it wise to 
discuss what that compensation should be. I was 
prepared to suggest something, but it was not 
considered wise, in the view of the committee, to 
make any suggestion at all. I make no suggestion. 
As to the third part of the resolution, under the 
present powers I, as veterinary inspector for the 
city of Sheffield, have to get an authority first of 
all from the Medical Officer of Health to take 
samples. If I want to go into the county of Derby 
I have to get an authority from a Justice of the 
Peace of that county before [can go to afarm. It 
has been suggested that we should work in collusion 
with the general practitioner visiting such a farm. 
We found that does not always work. If we have 
made a mistake the Corporation of Sheffield would 
be very pleased to pay the full value of any cow 
killed that was not found to be suffering. I think we 
ought certainly to pass the resolution and send it 
forward to the Pure Milk Supply Society, the 
Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Agriculture. 

On being put to the vote the amendment was 
defeated. 

Mr. Garnett: I propose that the report be not 
published. I think it is one of the worst principles 
we should assent to, that a farmer supplying milk 
conveying disease to a human being should be 
compensated for supplying it. 

Mr. FLETCHER seconded. 

The motion was lost. 


On the motion of Mr. Lioyp, Sheffield, it was 
agreed to forward the resolution to the Clean Milk 
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Society, the Ministry of Health, and the Ministry 
of Agriculture, and to the authorities of all counties 
and county boroughs in the kingdom. 

The Presipent: It gives me great pleasure to 
move from the chair a vote of thanks to His Grace 
the Duke of Westminster for offering the facilities 
for the excursion we had yesterday afternoon. 
When I mention the Duke of Westminster I 
necessarily mean those who did all the work in 
his name. I ask you to aceord and put on record 
a very hearty vote of thanks to the Duke of 
Westminster. 

The motion was carried with acclamation. 

Mr. F. W. Garnetr moved a recommendation 
from the conference to the Council to consider the 
advisability of holding four meetings per annum. 
He said :—‘“‘I feel that we are practically an 
impotent body meeting just once a year. I think 
our Council should be elected by the whole of the 
members on a card vote each year, and that the 
Council should meet regularly and conduct the 
business in a businesslike manner at least four 
times a year, oftener if necessary. Matters in’ 
reconstruction are coming up so important that I 
feel it is useless for us to meet just socially once a 
year. 

Col. Mason, seconding, said: We should elect 
a Council by vote. Each district can send its 
name, and nominate a properly elected Council. 
Considering the work which has to be done, I do 
think that four times a year is little enough for 
us to meet. 

The motion was carried. 


VotTEs oF THANKS. 


Col. J have pleasure pro- 
posing a vote of thanks to the President. It 
would be superfluous on my part to in any way try 
to extol the virtues of Dr. Bradley. Those who 
have known him so many years know his great 
worth to our profession. His value to the Asso- 
ciation is inestimable. Loyalty and unity is all 
he wants. I venture to say we will in no unstinted 
manner render to him the service which is his 
due. I have great pleasure in asking you to accord 
a hearty vote of thanks to the President. 

The motion was heartily carried. 

The PrestpEnt: May I, in one word, say how 
little worthy of this vote of thanks I feel, because 
to-day one feels that one’s conduct in the chair 
has been anything but what it should have been. 
Among other things I am quite prepared to admit 
that I have absolutely lost my temper twice, 
almost irretrievably. However, it has been got 
back, and if anything could completely recover 
the temper, I am quite sure it is in the extremely 
nice manner in which Col. Brittlebank has _pro- 
posed the vote of thanks and the manner in which 
you have responded. 

Mr. Sumner: I beg to propose a vote of thanks 
to the Officers of the Association. Dr. Bradley 
is a figurehead of whom we are justly proud, 
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and I feel that he will be the first to admit that his 
lieutenants are estimable and assiduous in their 
work, and agreeable to work with. Unfortunately 
we have had disappointments in the removal into 
other hands than cur own of one in whom we had good 
hopes and expectations of carrying the ** National ”’ 
to a successful issue. I believe in the law of com- 
pensation, and if one great and good man has been 
taken from us, I think another great and good man, 
if a younger man, has taken his place and fills it 
worthily. The members of the Association appre- 
ciate very highly all the vim and vigour that he 
has put into the office of secretary. I feel sure 
we look in no small measure to Mr. Buxton’s 
energies for the future welfare of the Association. 
With regard to the other officers of the Associa- 
tion, I do not think any words of mine are needed 
to commend the services of Professor Wooldridge. 

The Secretary: On behalf of iny brother 
officers and myself, I thank you. So long as it is 
your wish that we should work for you, we will do 
it to the best of our ability. 

Professor Hoppay: I propose a vote of thanks 
to the Provisional Committee. It is the Provisional 
Committee who have made all the local arrange- 
ments which have gone so far towards providing us 
with enjoyment, intellectual or otherwise, on this 
occasion. [I am_ particularly asked to couple 
with the vote the name pf Mr. F. G. Edwards. | 
know that as President of the Lancashire Associa- 
tion, Mr. Pillers, and the Chairman (Mr. Augustus 
Taylor), and every member of the Provisional 
Committee have put vim into their efforts to give 
us a welcome in Chester. But I think we shall not 
detract a bit from all that they have done by saying 
that the main responsibility has rested upon the 
local secretary, Mr. Edwards. The way in which 
he has carried out the onerous duty which has 
fallen upon his shoulders had only to be seen to 
be appreciated. It was by his influence that we 
had a splendid day yesterday. The splendid 
arrangements made for our entertainment could 
not have been made by anybody better than they 
were arranged by Mr. Edwards. I ask you to give 
a cordial vote of thanks to the members of the 
Provisional Committee, coupling with it the name 
of Mr. Edwards, of Chester (Applause). 

Mr. F. G. Edwards briefly replied on behalf of 
the Provisional Committee. 


THE SOCIAL SIDE. 


Annual Dinner. 


PROVISIONAL CoMMITTEE SECRETARY 
CONGRATULATED. 


The Annual Dinner of the Association was held 
on Thursday evening, at the Grosvenor Hotel. 
The. President (Dr. O. Charnock Bradley) took 
the chair, and the guests included the Mayor 
(Col. J. Sheriff Roberts), the Sheriff (Mr. C. P. 
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Cockrill), the Medical Officer of Health (Dr. D. 
Rennet), and Mr. John Crowe (Eaton). 

Mr. A. W. N. Pitters, of Liverpool, proposed 
the toast of ** The City of Chester.”” The veterin- 
ary profession, he said, always associated Chester 
with the county whose capital it was. Cheshire 
was noted for its dairy products and set a very 
high standard of animal production. That applied 
not only to cattle, but in that county they expected 
to find everything that was good with regard to 
light horses of the hunter type and heavy horses. 

The Mayor, in responding, dwelt in an enter- 
taining manner upon the many features of Chester 
that attract the interest of the tourist, and pointed 
out that the city’s record in the late war was in 
keeping with its proud traditions of loyalty and 
patriotism. On behalf of the citizens, he assured 
the Association of a hearty welecme on their visit, 
and he trusted that their Conference in Chester 
would prove of benefit to their great profession. 

Dr. ReENNET submitted the toast of the ** National 
Veterinary Medical Association,” and remarked 
that the veterinary and medical professions had 
as a common basis the whole scientific field on 
which medicine was founded. Anything which 
advanced the interests of the medical profession 
also benefited veterinary surgecns, 

The PRESIDENT, in reply, said that their Asso- 
ciation, unlike the British Medical Association, 
was young and vigorous, and so far it had not 
been accused unduly of extreme conservatism, 
He warmly acknowledged the hard work done 
by Mr. F. G. Edwards to make the Association's 
visit to Chester a success. In recognition of 
the share that Mrs. Edwards had taken in his 
labours, he asked her to accept a handsome silver 
salver as a token of their gratitude. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edwards, who were accorded 
musical honours, briefly returned thanks. 

Lieut.-Col. BarrrLeBANK, C.M.G., gave the 
health of the guests. He voiced the members’ 
indebtedness to Mr. Crowe for his conduct of the 
trip to Eaton, which had been one of the most 
pleasing features of the proceedings. 

The SHerirr or and Mr, Crowe 
responded, the latter suggesting that a closer 
co-operation between the Association and the 
breeders of valuable stock would be mutually 
helpful. 

Mr. H. SuMNeER proposed the toast-of the ladies, 
and Mr. CHarLes Ropers responded in a speech 
of brilliant wit. 

An enjoyable programme of music was given 
by Messrs. J. 8. Ditchburn, L. Gowings and R. 
Butterworth. 


. Concerning the Excursions. 


The social aspect of the gathering, the success 
of which was as pronounced as the scientific and 
business sides, was enhanced not only by the 
dinner, but by admirably arranged and conducted 
excursions, 
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On the afternoon of Wednesday, July 29th, 
the members and their friends, numbering 130, 
were entertained by His Grace the Duke of West- 
minster, at Eaton Hall. 

The party left Chester on the steam launch 
‘“* Bendor,”’ and proceeded up the Dee to Eggleston 
Ferry. From here a short walk led to the paddocks, 
where the following thoroughbreds were inspected : 

Stallions: Amadis, by Love Wisely out of 
Galeta ; Aldford, by Mauvezin out of Mangalmi. 

Brood Mares: Mowsali, by Flying Fox, dam 
Miss Unicorn; Favorita, by Troutbeck, dam 
King’s Favour; Eager Eyes, by Troutbeck, dam 
Eagerness ; Thyme, by Polymelus, dam Lark- 
spur IL. 

Yearlings :] Cineraria, a chestnut filly, by 
Aldford, out of Westeria; Hurry Off, by Hurry 
On, out of Edna; Friar, a chestnut colt, by Friar 
Marcus, out of Comtessine ; Mardina, a grey filly, 
by Friar Marcus, dam Haurdina; Atirovaf, a 
brown filly, sire Aldford, dam Favorita; Cidera, 
a bay filly, sire Harry of Hereford, dam Mangalmi ; 
Badnabay, by John O’Gaunt, out of Ballymany. 

Tea, which was kindly provided by the Duke 
of Westminster, was partaken of at the Iron 
Bridge, and afterwards the members inspected the 
well-known stallions of the Eaton Shire Stud, 
Burscough Friar and Eaton Peace King. The 
trouble taken by Mr. John Crowe in conducting 
the members round the stud was much appre- 
ciated. 

Kighty members and their friends enjoyed a 
delightful motor tour on Friday, July 29th. Leav- 
ing Chester at 9-30, the first halt was made at the 
Marble Church at Bodelyddyn. Thence the route 
lay via St. Asaph to Abergele, where a short stay 
was made, The road lay on to Bettys-y-Coed, 
where an excellent lunch was served. Leaving 
Bettys, the party passed the beautiful Fairy Glen, 
with the Conway flowing through, catching 
occasional glimpses of Snowdon’s peak enveloped 
in mist. The motors proceeded via Corwen to 
Llangollen, where a halt was made for tea. After 
a short stroll round the picturesque village, the 
tour was completed via Wrexham to Chester. 


List or Exuretts. 
(1) Professor R. Newsueap, F.R.S.— Entomology. 
(a) Some blood-sucking flies ; 
(6) Some flies causing external myosis ; 
(c) The life history of stomoxys calcitrans ; 
(d) The life history of gastrophilus equi. 
(2) Professor WARRINGTON YorKE, M.D.— Hel- 
minthology 
Microscopic preparations of the ova of some 
nematodes, cestodes and trematodes of the 
alimentary canal. ‘ 


(3) Professor E. E. Grynn, M.D.— Pathology. 


(a) The lesions of foot-and-mouth disease ; 

(b) Lesions of swine erysipelas ; 

(c) Obstruction of the small intestine of the 
horse due to a submucous hemorrhage. 

(2) Tubercular lesions of the heart. 


(4) Mr. A. W. Nort Pruumrs, F.R.C.V.S. 
A collection of photos of the equine mange 
mites and accidental acari from the horses’ 
shin. 


Correspondence. 


Letters to the Editors should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's issue 


The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the 
opinions of his correspondents. 


Higher Education, etc. 

Sirs,—I observe in your issue of August 13th a somewhat 
scurrilous attack on Sir J. McFadyean, whose name, let us 
remember, will stand out in the history of the veterinary 
profession as the man who, by his teaching, showed other 
men how to progress. Further, he will be known as a 
member of the profession who, repeatedly, fearlessly and 
ably championed the profession against its aggressors, 
sometimes to the detriment of his personal interests, 
when other members remained dumb. 

The alleged basis for the attack is the views expressed 
by Sir John on the advisability of choosing the present 
moment for revising the entrance examination. It is 
not my purpose to discuss the pros and cons of this, but as 
one who voted against Sir John at the council meeting, 
I may say that the reasons he gave for his views are 
entitled to the highest consideration, and that the whole 
debate should be read by anyone before agreeing or dis- 
agreeing with one view or the other. The alleged basis 
however, does not seem to be the real reason of the letter 
signed “ Progress,” judging gt least from the proportion 
of space given to other matters quite irrelevant to the 
subject, and to my knowledge false by implication. That 
again, however, is not my affair, nor is it what has called 
forth this letter, but is merely the introduction to something 
I consider of general importance to the profession. My 
theme is, that the Veterinary Record has been purchased 
by the National Veterinary Medical Association, and on 
that account its independent action is limited by just that 
amount of independence which the profession, as its 
proprietor, is prepared to grant it. The Association 
then, on account of the publication of this letter, is faced 
with questions which seem to be of grave importance to 
its future. (1) Are the pages of the profession’s journal 
to be open for one member to make a personal attack on 
another ? (2) If so, are members who make use of it 
for this purpose, rightly or wrongly, to be allowed to 
attack under an assumed name’? The answer to the 
first question may be debatable, but the reply to the 
second will, I think, be unanimously “NO” from a pro- 
fession with high ideals of honour and decency. __ 

Judging from the statements ‘‘ Progress” makes in his 
letter he is a man of some position in the profession, and 
if that be so, we have one man of position in the profession 
under an assumed name attacking by name another mem- 
ber of the profession. That is surely undesirable. 

I regret to say it has appeared to me that of late a 
vindictive form of canker has tried to edge its way into 
professional politics. Those acquainted with the history 
of the profession know that such a thing has happened 
before, but to the credit of the profession it has never been 
allowed to progress very far. 

If “ Progress” is correct in, and can justify, his state- 
ments, surely he has nothing to fear, and can afford to 
assist the profession’s journal out of what seems to be 
an awkward position. If he has been misled, no doubt 
he will be able to explain the “ how ” and the “ why.” | 

I feel, however, and in this I think the profession will 
support me, that it will neither redound to his credit nor 
to the future of the profession’s journal, if he now persists 
in remaining anonymous. I invite him to publish his 
name for the above reasons.—Yours truly, Frank W. 
GaRNETT, Windermere, August 19th, 1921. 
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